
Learning to read at Cranford Park C of E Primary School 
 

At Cranford Park CE Primary School, we recognise the importance of good reading skills, 

not only to access the rest of the curriculum, but to be successful throughout life. 

Everything else depends on it, so we put as much energy as we possibly can into making 

sure that every single child becomes a successful reader. We want your child to love 

reading – and to want to read for themselves. That is why we put our efforts into making 

sure they develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read. 

 
Reading is a priority throughout the school, with every child in the school having a daily 

reading lesson, and it all begins in Reception. From the moment your child joins us, we 

will be supporting them to acquire the skills to recognise and blend sounds, in order to 

become fluent readers, as well as developing their comprehension skills. This is achieved 

in a variety of ways including: 

 

• Daily phonics/Read, write, inc sessions with books matched to phonic knowledge. 

• Weekly library session and self-chosen library books. 

• Daily reading at home with a reading level matched book chosen by the child. 

• Word tins to practise reading and spelling tricky words at home 

• One to one reading sessions with volunteers, Y6 buddies, peer tutors or staff, using 

books closely linked to the phonics skills. 

• Daily whole class/small group story time with a focus on enjoyment of stories and 

comprehension. 

 

More about Read Write Inc 

In order to ‘read’ children need to recognise the sounds 

in words. This is essential for reading, but it also helps 

children learn to spell well. We teach the children 

simple ways of remembering these sounds and letters using pictures and phrases. The 

children also practise reading (and spelling) what we call ‘tricky words’, such as ‘once,’ 

‘have,’ ‘said’ and ‘where’. These cannot be ‘sounded out.’ 

The children practise their reading with books that match the phonics and the ‘tricky 

words’ they know. They start thinking that they can read and this does wonders for their 

confidence. The teachers read to the children, too, so the children get to know all sorts 

of stories, poetry and information books. They learn many more words this way and it 

also helps their writing. See our separate resource for the phrases we teach first. 

 

How will I know how well my child is doing? 

We use various ways to find out how the children are getting on in reading including 

assessments each half term. We use the information to decide which reading group they 

should be in. Your child will work with children who are at the same reading level as 

them, even if they are from other year groups. Children will move through the groups at 

a faster pace if they are making faster progress than the others, so that we keep them 

challenged. If your child needs some extra help to keep up, we will offer one-to-one 

support outside of the lessons. As children progress through the school we use more 



formal testing to keep track of their progress. We will talk to you about how well your 

child has done, and especially if we have any worries at all. 

 

How can I help my child to make more progress? 

Firstly, bring them to school! Our research shows that the children who make faster 

progress are those who have good attendance. Every day they miss is a sound they will 

need to catch up on. 

We ask you to listen to your child read every night at home and to write in their ‘reading 

record book.’ Help your child to sound out the letters in words and then to ‘push’ the 

sounds together to make a whole word. Try not to refer to the letters by their names. 

Help your child to focus on the sounds. You can hear how to say the sounds correctly by 

searching on YouTube for ‘Read Write Inc. Phonemes Pronunciation Guide’ You can also 

encourage your child to tell you the story out loud; ask them questions about things that 

happen or what they think about some of the characters in the story. We would also like 

them to go through their word tins with you each night, reading and writing the ‘tricky’ 

words we have given you. In return, we offer a reading rewards scheme called our 

‘Rocket Reader’ scheme, where children make their way to the stars, collecting 

certificates and rewards as they go. 

We will also send home videos for you to watch that link to the sounds your child knows. 

This is beneficial in reminding them of their learning, but also useful for you to learn how 

we teach phonics. 

We understand that parents are busy, but it would also be wonderful if you could find 

time to read to your child as much as possible, as this helps them to learn about books 

and stories. They also learn new words and what these mean. You can find out about 

good stories to read to your child here: http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/teacher-

support/17/index.html 

You will be invited to a meeting about reading early in your first term, so that we can 

explain how we teach reading and give some hints and tips. Please do come and support 

your child. We would very much like you to know how to help. 

 

You can find out more about Read Write Inc using the links below: 

 

Read Write Inc. Set 1 Sounds Pronunciation Guide 

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/ 

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk 

 

http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/teacher-support/17/index.html
http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/teacher-support/17/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srvGwJvhdN8
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/?region=uk

