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Welcome back and Happy 
New Year! 
 
The children have returned full 
of enthusiasm and ready to 
learn after a very disruptive end 
to last term. They have settled 
back into our routines brilliantly 
and I am very proud of them.  
 
Last term, the children learnt 
about the Moon Landing, 
the Gunpowder Plot and 
Keeping Healthy, as well as 
putting on a great Nativity 
performance despite 
dwindling cast numbers! 
 
 
This Term’s Topics… 
 
For the first half term, 
our topic is Pirates! 
The main focus is 
geography, and we will be 
following the progress of Captain 
Longbeard as he sails around 
the world. We will learn about 
the continents that he visits and 
their physical and human 
features as well as naming the 
main oceans that he sails across. 
 
At the end of the topic, we will 
be having a pirate party, so you 
might like to start thinking about 
a suitable, simple costume. A 

letter will follow soon to confirm 
the date. 
 
Our DT will be preparing dips 
and dippers from around the 
world to eat at the pirate day 
party.  
 
In Science, we will explore the 
materials that may have been 
used for different things aboard 
a pirate ship and why they are 
suitable.   
 
Our RE unit is “Remembering”, 
talking about how the children 
remember special people and 
events and links with how 
Hindus remember Vishnu.  
 
In computing, we will be 
learning how to add effects to 
photographs that the children 
will be taking of our school 
grounds.  
 
In English at the moment we 
are writing an explanation text 
and our next unit will be a 
narrative story using A New 
Home for a Pirate as our text 
stimulus.  
 
Maths will cover addition and 
subtraction, multiplication and 
division as well as telling the 
time to the nearest 5 minutes, 

shape work and also measurement 
including mass.  
For the second half term, our topic 
will be Jungle Explorers. 
 
We will be learning about 
Rainforests, including the animals 
that live there and comparing the 
rainforest environment with our 
own.  
 
English will be looking at 
deforestation and how this can 
affect our own lives. This is always 
a popular topic and I am looking 
forward to sharing it with the 
children.  
 
In science, we will be thinking 
about how animals are suited to 
their habitats. 
 
There will be a school trip to 
Marwell Zoo where we will look at 
the animals that come from the 
Rainforests. Also, inspiration for 
our second English unit which will 
be animal fact files. We end this 
topic with a Zoo Day where the 
children create a zoo. It would be 
lovely to share this with you but 
will be COVID dependent.  
 
In art we will explore colour 
mixing, inspired by the paintings 
of Henri Rousseau. 
 



 

In RE we will be thinking about 
the Easter story, and linking it to 
our own experiences of feeling 
happy and sad. 
 
P.E. 
Our P.E. days are Mondays and 
Thursdays. We do outdoor PE on 
a Thursday.  
  
Please remember that our PE kit 
is Black or green joggers or 
green shorts, a white t-shirt and 
preferably their school jumper. If 
the children can come into 
school in their school shoes but 
bring their trainers for PE to 
change into that would be very 
helpful as at this time of year 
they do get muddy.  
 
No earrings or watches may be 
worn during P.E. for health and 
safety reasons.  If your child is 
unable to remove their earrings 
by themselves, please supply 
some tape to cover them during 
these lessons. 
 
 
Library 
 
Our library session is on a 
Thursday.  Please 
share these books 
with your children 
to develop their love 
of reading.  
 
 
Homework 
 
Thank you very much for the 
support you have given your 
child with their homework so far. 
We will continue to set 
homework on a Friday via 
Tapestry and if you could post it 
on Tapestry by Wednesday that 
would be great.  
 
 
 

Uniform 
 
Just a reminder to check that all 
items are still named! 
 
 
Water bottles 
 
Please make sure your child has 
a named water bottle in school. 
 
I am really looking forward to 
the next term and hopefully the 
children are too! 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Sarah Lees 

 

Class teacher 
 
 
 



 

Below are our topic words that will be used over the next term for you to share with your 
child.  
 
Spring 1 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anchor words Goldilocks 
words 

Step Up Words 

map 
chest 
sea 
pirate 
parrot 
hook 
flag 
ship 
fact 
Enaland 
Scotland 
Wales 
Northern Ireland 
 

desert island 
eye-patch 
wooden-leg 
jolly roger 
capital 
cannon 
 
 

palm tree 
sword 
compass 
treasure 
continent 
ocean 
country 
weapons 

Spring 2   

Forest 
Rain 
Weather 
Desert 
Antarctic 
Warm 
Cold 
Question 
Facts 
File 
Information 
Ocean 
Advert 
Feelings 
layers 

Habitat 
Temperature 
Climate 
Rain forest 
Emergent 
Canopy 
Understory 
Forest floor 
Adapt 
Point of view 
Amazon 
Congolese 
Central America 
Daintree 
South East Asia 
Brazil 
Fair Trade 
Emotions 

Adaptation 
Deforestation 
Humid 
Rhetorical 
Opinion 
Persuasive 
Emotive 
 


