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Welcome back and Happy 
New Year! 
I hope you all had a relaxing 
Christmas and are ready for 
an exciting new term.   
 
Autumn Term Highlights 
During the first half of the 
autumn term we learnt all about 
the Ancient Egyptians. The 
children were incredibly 
enthusiastic about this topic and 
produced some wonderful work, 
not only in school but at home 
too!  I hope the children really 
enjoyed sharing all their hard 
work with you. 
During the second half of the 
term our science topic was all 
about sound. Once again, the 
children loved learning all about 
sound and how the ear works. 
 
This half-term’s topics: 
This half term we are going to 
be learning all about the Anglo 
Saxons; where they came from, 
where they settled and looking 
at Alfred the Great’s reign. I am 
looking forward to working on 
this with the children and hoping 
they are as keen about history 
as they were last term! On 
Monday 24th January, we are 
also having a Saxon and Viking 
themed drama day. This will 
involve the children acting out a 
play with a theatre group. 
 
 

English 
This half term our English work 
is all linked to the Beowulf story 
which dates back to Anglo-
Saxon times. The children will 
be writing their own version of 
the story and also basing some 
persuasive writing upon it. 
 
Maths 
We continue to have a strong 
focus on learning and using our 
times tables, particularly to 
calculate fractions of numbers. 
We are also developing our 
knowledge of 2D shape and 
ability to use coordinates. We 
will also be continuing to 
develop a range of mental and 
written strategies for both 
addition and subtraction. 
 
D.T. 
In D.T. we also have an Anglo-
Saxon theme. This half term we 
will be developing our sewing 
skills and using them to help 
create Anglo-Saxon style 
brooches with decorative 
stitching and some applique. 
 
R.E.  
This half term we will be looking 
at Freedom and the Passover 
story. In the second half of the 
term we will be looking at 
Rituals and in particular the 
Paschal Candle. 
 

The second half of the term… 
Our Science topic is called “All 
Steamed up!” and is about states 
of matter. We will be learning 
about solids liquids and gases: the 
characteristics of each and 
identifying both reversible and 
irreversible changes. 
 
English 
In English we will be learning 
about newspaper reports and 
writing our own articles. We will 
also use ‘The Tin Forest’ as 
inspiration for writing our own 
stories with contrasting settings. 
 
Maths 
In maths our main focus will be on 
multiplication and division which 
will include some more work on 
fractions. We will also develop our 
knowledge of addition and 
subtraction using the context of 
measurements. 
 
Geography 
Our topic is Natural resources. We 
will be learning about the 
distribution of the world’s 
resources and considering how 
simple solutions can help to solve 
big problems. 
 
 
What equipment will my child 
need? 
Your child will need to wear their 
full P.E. kit every Thursday 
and Friday. If it is muddy, it 



 

would be helpful if the children 
could bring their school shoes to 
change into after our P.E. 
lesson. 
 
This consists of: 
A plain, white T-shirt 
Plain, bottle green shorts 
Trainers or plimsolls. 
When the weather is cold, plain 
black or bottle green jogging 
bottoms are recommended for 
outdoor P.E. session. The 
children should preferably wear 
their school jumper or cardigan 
with this, or another plan, bottle 
green sweatshirt.   Please 
ensure that everything is clearly 
labelled with your child’s name. 
 
No earrings or watches should 
be worn during P.E. for health 
and safety reasons.  If your child 
is unable to remove their 
earrings by themselves, please 
supply some tape to cover them 
during these lessons.  
 
P.E. will take place on the 
following days: Thursday – 
Outdoor games (first half of the 
term) 
Friday – a mixture of indoor 
and outdoor P.E. (all term). 
 
 

Homework 
 
Your child will be set 
weekly homework 

tasks. It is envisaged that the 
children will spend up to an hour 
a week on these activities which 
will also include practising 
spellings, multiplication tables 
and reading. All homework will 
be set on class dojo and can 
usually be submitted 
electronically. 

Homework will 
be set on a 
Friday and 
must be 
completed and handed in the 
following Wednesday.  
 
Reading 
 
As well as reading and 
discussing texts during English 
lessons, each child has their 
own reading book either from 
the school reading schemes, the 
library or the classroom 
bookshelf.  They will need to 
have their reading book and 
reading record with them 
everyday.  Please remember to 
listen to your children read and 
sign their reading record for 
them to go up the reading 
ladder each Friday.   
 
Uniform 
Just a reminder to check that 
all items are still named! It is 
quite difficult to unite children 
with jumpers, in particular, if 
they are unnamed. 
 
Water bottles 
Please make sure your child has 
a named water bottle in school. 
These will be sent home every 
day for washing. 
 
And Finally… 
 
We hope that we can all work 
together so that your child has 
a really successful term.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Jackie Fox 
 
Class teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

Long ago 
Soldiers 

Farmers 
King 
Christian 

Great 
Lucky 

Change  
Question 

Problem 
Solve 

Material  
World 

Fair  
Food 
Water 

Invasion 
Battle  

Warrior 
Kingdom 
Denmark 

Netherlands 
Germany 

Reign  
Viking 

Natural resources 
Responsibility 

Energy  
Mining 

 

Century 
Decade 

Pagan 
Monarch 
Wessex 

Mercia 
Northumbria 

East Anglia 
Essex 

Kent 
Solid 

Liquid 
Gas 

Particle  
Reversible 
Irreversible 

Diverse 
Minerals  


