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Welcome back and Happy 
New Year! 
I hope you all had a relaxing 
Christmas and are ready for 
an exciting new term.   
 
Autumn Term Highlights 
During the first half of the 
autumn term we learnt all about 
the Ancient Egyptians. The 
children were incredibly 
enthusiastic about this topic and 
produced some wonderful work, 
not only in school but at home 
too!  I hope the children really 
enjoyed sharing all their hard 
work with you. 
During the second half of the 
term our science topic was all 
about sound. Once again the 
children loved learning all about 
sound and how the ear works. 
 
This half-term’s topics: 
This half term we are going to 
be learning all about the Anglo 
Saxons; where they came from, 
where they settled and looking 
at Alfred the Great’s reign. I am 
looking forward to working on 
this with the children and hoping 
they are as keen about history 
as they were last term! On 
Monday 28th January, we are 
also having a Saxon and Viking 
themed drama day. This will 
involve the children acting out a 
play with a theatre group. 
 

In music, as part of the 
Listen2me scheme, we will be 
learning to play a string 
instrument. The children will be 
sharing their work with you at 
the end of term with either a 
workshop or a concert. 
 
R.E.  
This half term we will be looking 
at Freedom and the Passover 
story. In the second half of the 
term we will be looking at 
Rituals and in particular the 
Paschal Candle and its 
importance to the Jewish 
community. 
 
The second half of the 
term… 
Our Science topic is called “All 
Steamed up!” and is about 
states of matter. 
 
What equipment will my 
child need? 
Your child will need their full 
P.E. kit every week.  
 
This consists of: 
A plain, white T-shirt 
Plain, bottle green shorts 
Trainers or plimsolls. 
When the weather is cold, a 
plain black or bottle green 
tracksuit is recommended for 
outdoor P.E. session. Pupils who 
wear tights to school should 
also remember to include a pair 
of socks in their P.E. kit.   

Please ensure that everything is 
clearly labelled with your child’s 
name. 
 
No earrings or watches should be 
worn during P.E. for health and 
safety reasons.  If your child is 
unable to remove their earrings by 
themselves, please supply some 
tape to cover them during these 
lessons.  
 
P.E. will take place on the 
following days: Thursday – 
Outdoor games (first half of the 
term) 
Friday – Indoor P.E. (all term) 
 
 

Homework 
 
Your child will be set 
weekly homework 

tasks. It is envisaged that the 
children will spend up to an hour a 
week on these activities which will 
also include practising spellings, 
multiplication tables and reading. 
All homework will be accompanied 
by a task list which we ask you to 
sign as a record that you have 
seen your child’s work.  
Homework will be set on a 
Thursday and must be completed 
and handed in the following 
Tuesday.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Reading 
 
As well as 
reading and discussing texts 
during English lessons, each 
child has their own reading book 
either from the school reading 
schemes, the library or the 
classroom bookshelf.  They will 
need to have their reading book 
and reading record with them 
everyday.  Please remember to 
listen to your children read and 
sign their reading record for 
them to go up the reading 
ladder. 
 
Library Books 
Your child will change his or her 
library book on a Friday. Could 
you please ensure that books 
are brought to school on that 
day as the children get very 
disappointed when they can’t 
choose a new book? 
 
 
Can you help us? 
 
Any parents who would like to 
come and listen to readers are 
more than welcome. Please 
come and talk to me if you 
would like to help with reading.  
Please note, all adults working in 
our school must be DBS 
checked.  The Office can provide 
you with the necessary forms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Uniform 
Just a reminder to check that 
all items are still named! It is 
quite difficult to unite children 
with jumpers, in particular, if 
they are unnamed. 
 
Water bottles 
Please make sure your child has 
a named water bottle in school. 
These will be sent home every 
Friday for washing. 
 
And Finally… 
 
We hope that we can all work 
together so that your child has 
a really successful term.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Rebecca Portch  
 
Class teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


