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Welcome back and 
Happy New Year!  I 
hope you had a relaxing 
Christmas filled with fun 
and festivities!  
 
Last term went extremely 
quickly and was full of fun 
and exciting learning 
experiences.  We enjoyed 
our topics, Raging Rivers 
and Space, which produced 
some amazing work from 
the children in the form of 
stop-motion animations, 
projects and moving toys in 
DT. We also thoroughly 
enjoyed our trip to the 
Winchester Science Centre 
and learnt lots more in our 
immersive experience of 
space in the Planetarium! 
 
 
This Term’s Topics… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This half term, we are 
exploring Vikings. This will be 
a cross curricular topic driven 
by history, including 
investigating and applying 
Saxon art techniques during 
our Art lessons. 
 
In Science this term, we are 
focusing on materials and 
their different properties. 
 
In Computing this term, we 
are looking at Tessellations 
and are producing some of 
our own. 
 
In PSHE this term, we will be 
learning some basic first aid 
and will be considering what 
we would do in emergency 
situations. 
 
Within English this term, our 
focus text is ‘Arthur and the 
Golden Rope’, in which the 
children will be producing 
various pieces of writing from 
different genres. 
 
In Maths, we will be looking 
at fractions, decimals and 
percentages and addition and 
subtraction with whole 
numbers, as well as fractions. 

The Oak Academy website 
(https://classroom.thenational.a
cademy/subjects-by-year/year-
5)  has some very useful video 
lessons based on key maths 
concepts which may support 
your child when they come to 
complete a piece of Maths 
homework. 
 
On Monday 24th January, we 
are also having a Saxon and 
Viking themed drama day. This 
will involve the children acting 
out a play with a theatre group. 
A letter has been sent out via 
Parentmail already with more 
details about this day. 
 
In RE this term, we will be 
investigating water as a symbol 
during spring 1 and during 
spring 2 the children will be 
exploring the Eucharist.   
 
After half term our attention 
will turn to a geography led 
topic. This will see the children 
using geographical skills to 
contrast a UK locality with Italy. 
 



 

 
 

In Geography next half term, 
we will be looking at Italy and 
how it compares to the UK. 
 
To tie in with our Italy topic, 
we will also be designing, 
cooking and evaluating our 
own Pizzas. This subject is 
always a highlight of the term 
for the children! 
 
Our Maths foci for the second 
half of the spring term will be 
fractions with measurement, 
addition and subtraction using 
mental strategies and 
multiplication and division 
using times tables and related 
facts. 
 
In English, we will have a 
focus on a fiction or non-
fiction text and will do some 
work around creating our own 
travel brochures.  
 
In PSHE next half term, we 
will be looking at how we can 
communicate with others 
safely, whilst in Computing, 
the children will become web 
designers.  
 
P.E. 
Please can you make sure 
that your child wears their PE 
kit into school every Friday! 
We do PE on a Friday and 
Swimming will continue all 
term on a Thursday. On 
Thursdays children will need 

to bring in their swimming 
kit. The children may choose 
to wear their school uniform 
or PE kit into school on 
Thursday only, due to 
swimming. 
No earrings or watches may 
be worn during P.E. for 
health and safety reasons.  If 
your child is unable to 
remove their 
earrings by 
themselves, please 
supply some tape to 
cover them during 
these lessons. Earrings will 
need to be removed for 
swimming. 
 
PE KIT 
What equipment will my 
child need? 
 
Your child needs to wear their 
full PE kit into school on our PE 
days. This consists of: a plain 
white T-shirt, plain bottle 
green shorts, the school 
jumper or a green 
hoodie/sweatshirt and 
trainers. 
 
They may also wear plain black 
or bottle green jogging bottoms 
now the weather is colder.  
Please ensure that everything is 
clearly labelled with your 
child’s name and class. 

 
 
Times tables Challenge 
 We are continuing with our 
weekly times tables challenge 
throughout the year with the 
aim of getting as many 
children as possible to be 
‘Master’ by the end of year 5. 
Practise at home really does 
make a difference and 
knowing your times tables 

does have a direct impact on 
children’s learning and progress 
in maths lessons. 
Don’t forget to use Times 
Tables Rock Stars as a great 
way to practise. 
 
Homework 
Thank you very much for the 
support you have given your 
child with their homework so 
far. We will be continuing to set 
homework this term.   
 
Homework will be set on a  
Friday via Class Dojo and will 
be due in on the Wednesday of 
the following week.  Each 
week, spellings will be set, 
alongside a piece of English or 
Maths homework. The 
homework will always relate to 
what we have been learning 
about in class during the week.  
If your child is having any 
issues accessing the homework, 
please let Miss Lucas know. 
 
Can you help us? 
If you are able to offer any 
time to come in and help, we 
are always extremely grateful! 
We would especially appreciate 
anyone who could come in and 
listen to readers.  Please come 
and see me to arrange a time 
you could come in. 
 
 
We look forward 
to another 
successful term!   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss Lucas 

 
Class teacher 



 

Topic Vocabulary 
 
At the beginning of each unit/topic we send home a ‘word list’ to help develop children's communication skills. 

Most important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about parks, seasons and 

materials, but there may be some simple words that they will start to read or even write. After initially settling 
in and getting used to routines etc. we will be using lots of the vocabulary throughout our first half term and 

it would be beneficial if you could be talking about and use them at home too. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again 
in reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific 
but important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter 
in daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are 
likely to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Jewellery 

Pottery 
Warriors 

Farming 
Fur 

Coins 
Gods 
Traders 

Raid 
Cloth 

Leather 
 

Map 

Armour 

Shields 
Swords 

Daggers 
Spears 

Runes 
Settlement 
Raiders 

Craftsmen 
Expedition 

Conquest 
 

Italy 
Compare 

Contrast  
Continent 

County 
Time zones 

Danes 

Pagans 
Norse 

Chieftain 
Longship 

Danelaw 
Merchant  
Pillage 

Plunder 
 

Locality  
Northern Hemisphere 

Southern Hemisphere 
Tropic of Cancer 

 



 

 


