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A warm welcome to 
Columbus class.   
 
Hello! I am Miss Lucas, the 
class teacher for Columbus 
class. Our learning support 
assistants are Mrs Martin 
and Mrs Garden. I’m happy 
to welcome you all back to 
Cranford Park ready for a 
busy Year 5. 
 
We are very much looking 
forward to working with 
you and your child this 
year.  If you have any 
questions please feel free 
to speak to the office to 
book an appointment to see 
me or find me for a socially 
distanced chat at the 
beginning or end of the 
school day if you have any 
quick questions / queries.   
 
 
This Term’s Topics… 
 
This half term we will be 
finding out about The Raging 
Rivers of the world in an 
exciting geography led topic. 
The children will be 
investigating how rivers are 
formed, how and why they 

flow and where they end, as 
well as landforms that can be 
found along a river. They will 
be using their computing 
skills to present what they 
find in a stop motion 
animation.   
 
In RE this term, we will be 
exploring the concept of 
submission, in the context of 
Mohammed and the Qu’ran. 
 
Our French will focus on 
places. 
 
In Science we will explore 
forces including gravity and 
air and water resistance. 
 
Next Half-Term’s Topics… 
  
After half term, our topic 
work is based around Space. 
This will be a cross curricular 
topic driven by Science.  
Lessons will see us exploring 
our solar system and the 
children will also be writing 
their very own Space 
Adventure story set on a 
mysterious fantasy planet. 
 
We are currently planning on 
visiting the Winchester 

Science Museum where we will 
be able to see what we have 
learnt in action. However, this 
is dependent on government 
rules and regulations. More 
information about this school 
trip will be sent out later in the 
term. 
 
In other subjects we will 
explore the concept of 
incarnation in RE, investigate 
how cams work in DT, and 
study local history based on 
Samuel Cody. 
 
What equipment will my 
child need? 
Each child will need an art shirt 
or overall so that their clothes 
are protected during messy 
practical sessions. 
 
Your child should come dressed 
in their full P.E. kit 
every Tuesday and 
Thursday.   
This consists of: 
A plain, white T-shirt 
Plain, bottle green shorts 
Trainers or plimsolls. 
 
They may also wear plain, black 
or bottle green jogging bottoms 
when the weather gets colder.  



 

Please ensure that everything 
is clearly labelled with your 
child’s name and class. 
No earrings or watches may 
be worn during P.E. for health 
and safety reasons.  If your 
child is unable to remove 
their earrings by themselves, 
please supply some tape to 
cover them during these 
lessons. 
 
During this term, we will be 
swimming at the Yateley 
Manor pool every Thursday as 
part of our 
second PE 
sessions. Details 
about this have 
already been sent out via 
Parentmail and we will start 
this Thursday. 
 
We encourage children to 
bring in water bottles.  It is 
important that they keep 
themselves hydrated 
throughout the day.  These 
will be sent home every day 
to be cleaned. 
 
Homework 
 
Your child will be set weekly 
homework tasks as well as 
weekly spellings and times 
tables. It is envisaged that 
the children will spend up to 
an hour a week on activities 
including learning spellings, 
practising multiplication tables 
and reading. This year, all 
homework will be set on Class 
Dojo. If you are having 
trouble accessing Class Dojo, 
please do contact myself or 
the school office. 
  

Homework will be set on a 
Friday and should be 
completed and uploaded by 
the following Wednesday.  
 
Reading 
 
As well as 
reading and 
discussing 
texts during 
the school day, the children 
get 15 minutes of 
independent reading time. 
Each child will have their own 
reading book either from the 
school library or from the 
classroom bookshelf.  They 
will need to have their 
reading book and reading 
record with them every day.  
We would be grateful if you 
could sign the record book 
when you hear your child 
read and we welcome any 
comments which you feel 
may be useful. We operate a 
reading ladder – the 
children need to read 5 
times at home in order to 
move their name up the 
ladder. Their reading records 
signed by an adult regularly. 
To help keep books in good 
condition, we suggest that 
they are carried to and from 
school in a book bag.  These 
should be named and are 
available to purchase from 
the PTA. 
 
 
Uniform 
 

It is fantastic to see the pupils 
wearing their new school 
uniform – they look very 
smart. 

Please ensure that your child’s 
name is written clearly inside 
everything they own – it is 
quite difficult to reunite children 
with jumpers in particular if 
they are unnamed. 
 
And Finally… 
We hope that we can all work 
together so that your child has 
a really successful year.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Miss. Lucas 
Class teacher 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Raging Rivers  Vocabulary  

We are starting to send words home at the beginning of each unit to help develop children's communication skills. 
Most important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about the half terms topic. There will 

be some simple words that they should be able to read and spell correctly. We will be using lots of the vocabulary 

throughout our topic at school and it would be beneficial if you could be talking about and using them at home too. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

bank 
bed 
canal 

downstream 
rain 

stream 
upstream 

waterfall 
 

condensation 
current 
floodplain 

freshwater 
estuary 

evaporation 
mouth 

saltwater 
source 

transportation 
tributary 

 

basin 
deposition 
erosion 

delta 
silt 

tidal river 
watershed 

  


