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Welcome back to the start of 

your child’s second term at 
school.   

 

Where did that first term go? The 
children really settled in well to 

school life and became a class 
very quickly. They enjoy being 

with each other and have made 
good friendships. We were very 

proud of them all and thought 

that they were fantastic in the 
school Christmas nativity.   

 
This Half-Term’s Topics… 

 

This half 
term we are 

finding out 
about 

Castles! 
Which links 

nicely with the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee coming up. The children will 
be exploring who lived/lives in 

Castles, what makes up a Castle 
and all about Knights. We will be 

exploring different materials – 

glass, plastic, metal and wood and 
having a walk around the school to 

find these materials. The children 
will be designing and making their 

own castles and other things such 

as shields.  
 

Next half term we will be finding 
out about Celebrations and 

Traditions. As we move towards 
Easter, we will explore New Life and 

Growing. 

 
 

RE for this half term is about  

Jesus the Storyteller. Children 

will share their own ideas and 

responses about what people have 

learnt from Jesus’ stories and share 

their ideas about the importance to 

Christians today of the stories Jesus 

told. 

What equipment will my child 
need? 

Please ensure that your child has 

their school bag with them every 
day for their reading books, letter 

sounds and letters to and from 
school. Could we ask that the 

children only have a maximum of 
two small items / key-rings on their 

bag so that it will fit inside their 

drawer properly- Thank you.   
 

P.E. kit - This consists of: 
A plain, white T-shirt 

Plain, bottle green shorts 

Trainers or plimsolls. Also 
green/black jogging bottoms 

as this term can be particularly 
cold! This should be worn to 

school on PE days. 

 
Please ensure that everything is 

clearly labelled with your child’s 
name and class. Could I ask that 

you continue to help your child to 
practice putting on and taking off 

their coats- we have been 

practising how to pull the arms 
back to be the correct way! This 

will be a big help for us in the 
classroom – Thank you.  

 

Uniform 

Please ensure that your child’s name 
is written clearly inside everything 

they own – it is quite difficult to 

reunite children with jumpers or 
cardigans, in particular, if they are 

unnamed.  
 

Water Bottles – These come in and 
are returned daily, so you are able to 

give them a rinse through.  

 
Library Books  

Each child will have their own library 
book from the School Library. When 

your child brings their book home, 

please encourage them to talk about 
the pictures and why they liked the 

story. Our library day is a Monday, so 
please make sure it comes back in on 

a Monday so they are able to choose 
a new book.  

 

Phonics, Reading and Number  
The children are doing brilliantly with 

our new ‘Little Wandle’ phonics 
scheme. We have now completed 

phase 2 and will be moving on to 

phase 3. Thank you for your support 
at home in practising the sounds and 

tricky words we have learnt so far.  
 

Please remember the children’s 

reading books come home as an 
eBook on the Collins website. If you 

have any problems logging on or have 
any questions please do let me know. 

The children read the physical book in 
school 3 times, once for decoding, 

another to practise fluency and 

expression and a third time for 
comprehension/understanding. They 



 

can then share the eBook with you 

at home over the next week.  
 

In number, it is important to be 

able to recognise and say a numeral 
and count out using 1-1 

correspondence and to be aware of 
the value of a number. We have 

daily maths time after lunch and 
activities out that match what we 

have been learning. We are 

currently exploring numbers up to 
10, their place value and what they 

can be made up of. We will soon be 
focusing on number bonds and 

different ways numbers can be 

made, which will lead nicely into 
introducing addition and 

subtraction. 
 

Writing 
The children have worked really 

hard on writing their own names 

and are starting to write familiar 
words. We will be concentrating on 

writing words to form a sentence in 
our Literacy activities. It would be 

great if you could continue to 

support your child with their writing 
at home too, writing CVC words e.g. 

‘cat’ and use the formation phrase 
sheet in their red folders.  

 

Fine Motor Skills If they are 
struggling holding a pencil/applying 

pressure when using a pencil, 
please look up ‘Funky Fingers’ 

online, which will give you lots of 
fun and simple fine motor games 

you can play at home to build the 

strength in their fingers. This will in 
turn support their pencil grip and 

writing. We do lots of these 
activities in school too. 

 

Reading 
The children all have a Reading 

Record Book in their bag. This is for 
you to write in when you read/ 

practise sounds/tricky words with 

your child at home and for us to 

write in when we listen to them at 
school. 

 

Homework  
In Reception, the most important 

homework is practising our sounds 
and eBook, recognising and 

counting numbers, as well as 
writing our name, simple words 

and writing numbers.  

 
 

Tapestry and Wow Moments 
Please do interact with posts from 

school, so we are able to see that 

you have seen/read posts. We find 
it is a really great communication 

tool, to support your child talking 
to you about their school day and 

for you to see our current learning 
in school. 

 

Please also add your own 
observations from home of any 

WOW moments or things that your 
child/you are particularly proud of. 

It is lovely to see what they have 

been up to out of school.  
 

 
And Finally  

If your child is upset or worried 

about something, please do catch 
me at the gate in the morning or 

send a message on Tapestry. It 
may seem small to you but if it is a 

worry to your child then it is a big 
thing to them and we can work 

together to sort it out.  

  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Mrs Garrett 
Class teacher 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-castle 
-tower 
-flag 
-sword 
-shield 
-king 
-queen 
-prince 
-princess 
 
 

-knight 
-soldiers 
-armour  
-dungeon 
-palace 
-history 
-past 
-present 
-future 
-moat 
-protect 
-bow and arrow 

-turrets 
-portcullis 
-drawbridge 
-ramparts 
-defend 
-ruins 
-royal family 
-family tree 
-coat of arms 
-fort 
-gatehouse 
 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Easter 
-egg 
-Spring 
-born 
-grow 
-flower 
-babies 
-party 

-hatch 
-chick 
-duckling 
-lamb 
-Jesus 
-cross 
-celebrate 
 

-blossom 
-tadpoles 
-new life 
-buds 
-tomb 
-resurrection   
 
 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Topic Vocabulary 
 

At the beginning of each unit/topic we send home a ‘word list’ to help develop children's communication skills. Most 
important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about what they have been learning, but 

there may be some simple words that they will start to read or even write. We will be using lots of the vocabulary 
throughout the term and it would be beneficial if you could be talking about and use them at home too. 


