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Welcome back to the start of 

your child’s third term ‘at’ 
school and their last term 

with us in Reception. What a 

strange end to Spring term and 
start to the Summer term! 

 
This Half-Term’s 

Topics… This half term 
we would be finding out 

about Mini Beasts. We 

would usually have our 
own caterpillars arriving 

and would watch them 
over the next few weeks 

as they change into 

beautiful butterflies. (I 
know a couple of you have 
mentioned about having 
caterpillars at home, so 
please do upload to 
Tapestry and I will share with 
others).  
 
We are lucky that the Cooper 

family are looking after the 
frogspawn (thank you!) for the 

class and we saw how they had 

turned into tadpoles before 
Easter- I wonder if they are 

froglets yet?! I will start some 
more updates of their journey 

again soon. 

 
Activities for our Mini Beasts topic 

would include looking at the 
environment, mini beast hunts 

around the school grounds, reading 
the Hungry Caterpillar story and 

exploring non-fiction books. Please 
find attached at the end of the 
newsletter our key word table. Use 

the key words as you complete bug 

hunts, look in your bug hotels, on 
your daily exercise or with each 

week’s mud kitchen activity. 

 
At the start of Summer 2 we 

would move onto learning about 
BIG BEASTS (dinosaurs!), with lots 

of fun activities 
whilst learning 

about the past.  

 
In the second half of Summer 2, 

we would be finding out about and 
going on a holiday! We would have 

a special day when we go on a 

pretend day out to the beach and 
swim in the sea (paddling pools in 

the outdoor area), have fish and 
chips on the beach (school field) 

and play lots of fun beach games 
at school. If we can’t go ahead with 

our holiday day at school, I will 

plan a holiday day for you to go on 
in your gardens at home instead 

and we can all go on ‘holiday’ on 
the same day   

 

 

RE for Summer 1 is about the story 
of Ganesh and the Moon. After half 

term, Summer 2, we will be 
discussing why water is precious 

and important to everyone. I will 
try to incorporate these into the 

home-learning as best I can.   

 
Our P.E. for this term would be 

outside as much as possible, so 
please do make the most of the 

lovely weather and your daily 

exercise walk/scoot/cycle and get 

some fresh air! I will continue to send 

some PE games/activities out on a 
Thursday, our usual Chelsea PE day, 

as I can see lots of you are enjoying 

these at home. (Remember you can 
repeat the activities on any day, if 
your child enjoyed a particular one!) 
It is also lovely to see/hear about so 

many of you joining Joe Wicks on his 
daily workouts- I gave myself the 2 

week Easter break off and I think that 

may have been a mistake, it’s like 
starting all over again! 

 
Phonics, Communication and 

Language and Number  

Thank you for your positive response 
to the phonic videos I have started 

sending this half term and the guided 
reading/communication and language 

videos. I will continue with the phonic 
videos every other day and daily 

communication and language. The 

children have had great responses to 
‘The Parent Swap Shop’ so far and 

their in-depth answers show the great 
conversation you are having with 

them after the videos- thank you! I 

will continue to send different maths 
activities/games out each week too, 

hopefully designed to have some fun 
and as practical as possible.  

 

Funky Fingers Homework  
It is lovely to see the children 

enjoying the funky finger activities on 
Tapestry. Fine motor activities make 

such a difference in their finger 
strength and therefore their pencil 

grip makes it easier for them to form 

their letters etc. 



 

Don’t forget other resources 

always available:  
-Bugclub reading- login stuck in 

front of reading record book (I do 

log on every so often to see what 
the children have been reading and 

their answers to the bug questions 
etc. but if you run out of books and 

I haven’t added anymore, please do 
give me a prompt!)  

-How to teach your monster to 

read app 
-Numbots- login stuck in front of 

reading record book 
-TopMarks maths 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search

.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=1   
-Phonics Play 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk Free login 
username: march20  

password: home 
 

There is a lot of uncertainty about 

when schools will start to resume 
etc. with the answer being we just 
don’t know!   

 
But I would like to say I am so 

proud of every child in Cook Class 

and seeing how happy they are 
completing some of the activities I 

have set and some of their own 
ideas at home. This is down to YOU 

making them feel safe in this very 
strange time! Thank you for all you 

are doing, with many of you 

juggling your own work at home 
too.  

 
Remember, it is ok if your child is 

having an ‘off’ day, leave doing the 

activities and have some fun and 
cuddles together instead. At the 

end of the day it is having fun with 
you at home that they will 

remember when looking back at 
this funny old time! Please don’t 

worry about your child getting 

‘behind’ at this time, every child will 
be in the same boat and it is their 

well-being and mental health that is 
most important.  

 

Please do get in touch via Tapestry 
if you have any 

questions/concerns/worries and I 
will do my best to support.  

 

Take care and look after 

yourselves. 
 

Miss Hutchinson 
Class teacher 
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Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

 
Mini Beast Vocabulary 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-insect 

-butterfly 
-snail 

-ant 
-bee 

-fly 

-caterpillar 
-ladybird 

-worm 
-spider 

-hunt 

-look 
-small 

-body 
-head 

-legs 
 

-mini beast 

-life cycle 
-habitat 

-cocoon 
-dragonfly 

-wings 

-nature 
-tiny 

-magnifying glass  

-antennae 

-thorax 
-abdomen 

-chrysalis 
-pupa 

-praying mantis 

-millipede 
-centipede 

-crane fly (daddy long legs) 
-environment 

-minute 

-inspect 
 

 

Dinosaur Vocabulary 
 

-dinosaur  

-fly 
-chase 

-catch 
-scary 

-big 

-skeleton 

-fossil  

-scales 
-hunt 

-stomp 
-dangerous 

-sharp 

-enormous 
-meat eater 

-plant eater 

-Apatosaurus  

-Triceratops 
-Brachiosaurus  

-Stegosaurus  
-Tyrannosaurus Rex 

- Pterodactyl  

-extinct 
-carnivore  

-herbivore 
-omnivore 

We send home key vocabulary at the beginning of each unit to help develop children's communication skills. Most 
important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about mini-beasts/dinosaurs, but there may 

be some simple words that they will start to read or even write. We will use lots of the vocabulary throughout our 
topics at school and it would be beneficial if you could be talking about and using them at home too. 


