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Welcome to your child’s first 
year at our school. 

 
My name is Miss Hutchinson and 

I am the class teacher for Cook 

Class. Our Learning Support 
Assistants are Mrs Wheeler and 

Mrs Holes.  The children have 
settled in well over the last few 

days and we do appreciate your 
support with this. From next 

week we would ask that you start 

to let them come into the 
classroom on their own. We are 

very proud of the children that 
are already doing this. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
This Half-Term’s Topics… 

 
This half term, we will be settling 

into a new routine and environment 

at the school. We will learn where 
to go around the school, both inside 

and outside, by following trails. We 
will make sure the children feel safe 

and well looked after as well as 

looking at a well-known, popular 
story ‘Dear Zoo’. 

 
We will be finding out all about 

ourselves and what we can do now 
that we are at school. We will start 

to introduce our Letters and Sounds 

activities. It is lovely when the 

children bring in something for our 
letter of the week display and I 

thank you in advance for your 
support. We are writing our names 

and other letters, finding out all 

about 2D shapes to name, sort and 
describe them, looking at patterns 

and number names as well as 
counting objects to match to the 

correct numeral.  
 

RE for this half term is about 

settling in and friendship. We will 
be setting up our Friendship 

Garden and the children will be 
encouraged to make a special 

flower to add.  

 
What equipment will my child 

need? 
Your child will need their full P.E. 

kit every week, so it will stay at 
school and be sent home at the 

end of each half term.  This 

consists of: 
 

A plain, white T-shirt 
Plain, bottle green shorts 

Trainers or plimsolls. 

 
They may also wear a plain, black 

or bottle green tracksuit when the 
weather gets colder and we are 

outside.   Please ensure that 

everything is clearly labelled with 
your child’s name and class. Could 

I ask that you help your child to 
practice taking off their uniform, 

and turning it the correct way 
round and getting dressed again?  

This will be a big help for us in the 

classroom – Thank you.  

As we will be using the outside area 
all the time it is handy for the children 

to have a coat with them every day. 
We are now lucky to have a mud 

kitchen and digging pit to explore, 

please can we ask for a named pair 
of wellington boots to be sent in to 

stay at school- allowing your child to 
join in with some messy fun. 

 
Water Bottles – These come in on a 

Monday and stay at school all week. 

We empty them every night and refill 
the next morning. They get sent 

home on a Friday. Please ensure that 
they are named.  

 

Tuck Money – Every day the 
children have the opportunity to have 

a drink and fresh bread. If you would 
like your child to have tuck, the 

money should be sent in a named 
purse. Items range from 25p to 50p. 

Any snacks brought in from home for 

tuck time should also be of a healthy 
nature such as dried fruit or bread.  

 

Fruit and Milk – We do have fruit 
available to the children every 

morning first thing and again at break 
time. If you would like your child to 

have Milk please collect a form from 
the School office and resister on-line. 

Milk is free to all Under 5’s.  

 
Library Books  

Each child will have 
their own library 

book from the 

School Library.  
Please see below to 

see which day your 



 

child will be visiting the library with 
Mrs Holes. Please send your child’s 

book back in in their book bags on 
their library day so they can change 

it for a new one. When your child 

brings their book home please 
encourage them to talk about the 

pictures and what they liked about 
the story.  

 
Library Days: 

Monday- BLUE TEAM 

Tuesday- GREEN TEAM 
Wednesday- YELLOW TEAM 

Thursday- RED TEAM 
(see next page to confirm your 
child’s team colour) 
 
Mrs Holes will take the children to 

the library, as a group, first thing in 
the morning after arriving at school. 

 
Phonics 

We will follow the Letter and 

Sounds activities and, over the next 
few weeks, cover all the letters of 

the alphabet. Your child is allowed 
to bring in items to match the letter 

sound that we are covering for each 

day. We will be sending home letter 
cards and ideas of activities that 

you can play with your child to 
support their learning.  

 

A letter will be sent to you via 
PARENTMAIL each week to inform 

you of the letters to be covered the 
following week. If for some reason 

you are not receiving these, please 
pop in to the office to check your 

email address. All items sent in for 

this activity will be returned at the 
end of each week, we suggest any 

delicate/precious items stay at 
home in case of any accidents!  

 

Numbers and Shapes 
We will be exploring 2D shapes and 

playing a variety of 
number games. These 

games will encourage 
the children to match, 

recognise and count 

objects and shapes using the 
correct names.  

 
 

 

Homework  
In Reception the most important 

homework is practising our sounds 
and writing our name.   We will be 

sending home a copy of your 

child’s name card this half term, 
along with a handwriting sheet 

showing the rhymes that we use 
with the children. For children that 

are unsure of their name please 
could you help them to practise 

recognising and tracing their name 

using their name card sent home.  
In number the most important 

homework is to recognise and 
name a 

numeral, 

count out 
showing 1-1 

corresponden
ce as well as 

ordering by 
value.  

 

Can you help us? 
We are very keen to exploit all of 

your expertise!  Whatever your 
skills, Cranford Park needs YOU!  

Please contact the school office if 

you would like to volunteer as a 
DBS will need to be completed.  

 
Uniform 

It is fantastic to see so many of our 
pupils wearing their new school 

uniform - visitors have commented 
upon how smart the children look! 

Please ensure that your child’s 
name is written clearly inside 

everything they own – it is quite 
difficult to reunite children with 

jumpers, in particular, if they are 

unnamed. It might be a good idea 
for those children with Cranford 

Park coats to personalise them in 
some way i.e. ribbon through the 

zip toggle to help the children 
identify their own. Green book bags 

can have a small key ring or tag 

on.  

 

 

 

 

Class Assemblies 
These will take place on Wednesdays 

at 9:00 and we warmly welcome you 
to come and see your child 

performing.  Our 

class assembly is 
on Wednesday 1st 

July 2020. 
 

 
 

And Finally: 

 
We look forward to working with you 

and your child.  If you have any 
questions please feel free to speak to 

the office to book an appointment to 

see me or find me at the beginning or 
end of the school day if you have any 

quick questions / queries. 
 

If your child is upset or worried about 
something please come in and tell me 

or a member of the Reception Team. 

It may seem small to you but if it is a 
worry to your child then it is a big 

thing to them.  All of the children 
have settled in really well and we are 

looking forward to a fantastic first 

year together.  
 

Over the next few weeks please 
encourage your child to walk into the 

classroom on their own.  We will help 

them with the lunchtime dinners, 
coats and book bags.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Miss Hutchinson 

Class teacher 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
Colour Teams  

All the children have been put in a 
Colour Team. In the classroom their 

drawers are in team colours. Please 

see the list of colour teams… 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Red Blue Green Yellow 

Charlie  

Joshua  
Chloe 

Erin 
Imogen  

Neve  

Frankie-Lee 

Harry  
Kaidan  

Emily D 
Emily-Mae  

Inayah  

Elliot  

Louie  
Zackary  

Emmy  
Evelyn  

Lara 

Henry 

Oliver  
Reuben 

Eva  
Freya 

Layla  

Molly 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-zoo 

-animal 

-pet 

-elephant 

-giraffe 

-lion 

-camel 

-snake 
-monkey 

-frog 

-puppy 

-big 

-tall 

-grumpy 

-scary 
-naughty 

-jumpy 

-small 

-wrote 

-write 

-post 

-perfect 

-dangerous 

-huge 

-heavy 

-light 
-bumpy 

-roar 

-loud 

-quiet 

-moves 

-walks 

-stomps 
 

-Author 

-gigantic 

-rough 

-humps 

-slither 

-fierce 

-measure 

-weight 
-height 

-travel 

‘Dear Zoo’ Topic Vocabulary 
 
At the beginning of each unit/topic we send home a ‘word list’ to help develop children's communication skills. Most 

important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about zoos and animals, but there may be 

some simple words that they will start to read or even write. After initially settling in and getting used to routines etc. 
we will be using lots of the vocabulary throughout our first half term and it would be beneficial if you could be talking 

about and use them at home too. 


