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Welcome to your child’s first 

year at our school. 
 

My name is Mrs Garrett and I am 

the class teacher for Cook Class. 
Our Learning Support Assistant is 

Mrs Wheeler. We also have Mrs 
Taylor in the classroom on a 

Thursday afternoon. The children 
have been amazing and settled 

into the morning routine so well.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

This Half-Term’s Topics… 
 

This half term, we will be exploring 

our school environment. We will 
learn where to go around the 

school, both inside and outside, by 
following trails. We will make sure 

the children feel safe and well 

looked after. We will also be ‘On 
Safari’ looking at a well-known, 

popular story ‘Dear Zoo’. 
 

We will be finding out all about 

ourselves and what we can do now 
that we are at school. We will start 

to introduce our Letters and Sounds 
activities. Normally we would ask 

for an object to come in daily for 
the sound of the day, but due to 

current circumstances, we feel it 

would be best to take a photo of 
the object you find at home 

beginning with the letter and 

upload to Tapestry so we can share 
it that way in our phonics sessions. 

I will put more information out 

about this, before we are due to 
start introducing sounds.  

 
We are ordering the letters in our 

names and practising writing them. 
Hopefully, you have all seen a 

‘home’ pack for practising this at 

home too. We will be finding out all 
about 2D shapes to name, sort and 

describe them, looking at patterns 
and number names as well as 

counting objects to match to the 

correct numeral.  
 

RE for this half term is about 
settling in and friendship. We will 

be setting up our Friendship 
Garden and the children will be 

encouraged to make a special 

flower to add.  
 

What equipment will my child 
need? 

A water bottle that will be sent 

home to be cleaned daily and 
return the next day.  

Your child will come into school IN 
their PE kit every Thursday and 

Friday. Their PE kit should consist 

of: 
 

-A plain, white T-shirt 
-Plain, green or black jogging 

bottoms (plain bottle green 
shorts in warmer weather) 

-Trainers or plimsolls 

-Green jumper or their school 
jumper/cardigan 

 

Please ensure that everything is 
clearly labelled with your child’s 

name and class.  

 
As we will be using the outside area 

all the time it is handy for the children 
to have a coat with them every day.  

 
We are lucky to have a mud kitchen 

and digging pit to explore, please can 

we ask for a named pair of 
wellington boots to be sent in to 

stay at school- allowing your child to 
join in with some messy fun. 

 

Fruit and Milk – We have fruit 
available to the children every 

morning. You are still welcome to 
send in a healthy snack instead e.g. 

own fruit/breadsticks etc. but please 
only send in 1 snack a day!  

The whole class are on our milk list, 

as they are under 5 it is free. Once 
they turn 5, this has to be paid for 

through ‘Cool Milk’ online.  
 

Phonics 

We will follow the 
Letter and Sounds 

activities and, over 
the next few weeks, 

cover all the letters 

of the alphabet. We 
will be sending 

home letter cards and ideas of 
activities that you can play with your 

child to support their learning.  
 

A letter will be sent to you via 

TAPESTRY each week to inform you 
of the letters to be covered the 



 

following week. If you have not 

activated your Tapestry account 
yet, please do catch me in the 

morning and I can help set this up.  

 
Most of my communication with you 

will be through TAPESTRY, rather 
than sending paper letters home, so 

it is really important we can set 
up/activate parent accounts as soon 

as possible so as not to miss out.  

 
Numbers and Shapes 

We will be exploring 2D shapes and 
playing a variety of 

number games. These 

games will encourage 
the children to match, 

recognise and count 
objects and shapes using the 

correct names.  
 

Homework  

In Reception the most important 
homework is practising our sounds 

and writing our name.  In number 
the most important homework is to 

recognise and name a numeral, 

count out showing 1-1 
correspondence as well as ordering 

by value. We subscribe to 
NUMBOTS as a school and details of 

a login for your child to use at 

home, will be given out in the next 
couple of weeks. 

 
 

Uniform 

It is fantastic to see so many of our 

pupils wearing their new school 
uniform – they look very smart! 

Please ensure that your child’s name 

is written clearly inside 

everything they own – it is quite 
difficult to reunite children with 

jumpers, in particular, if they are 
unnamed. It might be a good idea 

for those children with Cranford Park 

coats to personalise them in some 
way i.e. ribbon through the zip 

toggle to help the children identify 
their own. Green book bags can 

have 1 small key ring or tag on, 

otherwise the drawers get jammed 
as they don’t fit in!  

 

 

And Finally: 

 
We look forward to working with 

you and your child.  If you have 

any questions please do send me a 
message on Tapestry in the first 

instance and we can arrange for a 
phone call or socially distanced 

chat.   
 

If your child is upset or worried 

about something please do let a 
member of the Year R team know. 

It may seem small to you but if it is 
a worry to your child then it is a big 

thing to them.  All of the children 

have settled in really well and we 
are looking forward to a fantastic 

first year together.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Mrs Garrett 

Class teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-zoo 

-animal 

-pet 
-elephant 

-giraffe 

-lion 

-camel 

-snake 

-monkey 

-frog 
-puppy 

-big 

-tall 

-grumpy 

-scary 

-naughty 

-jumpy 
-small 

-wrote 

-write 

-post 
-perfect 

-dangerous 

-huge 

-heavy 

-light 

-bumpy 

-roar 
-loud 

-quiet 

-moves 

-walks 

-stomps 

 

-Author 

-gigantic 

-rough 
-humps 

-slither 

-fierce 

-measure 

-weight 

-height 

-travel 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

‘Dear Zoo’ Topic Vocabulary 
 
 

At the beginning of each unit/topic we send home a ‘word list’ to help develop children's communication skills. Most 

important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about zoos and animals, but there may be 
some simple words that they will start to read or even write. After initially settling in and getting used to routines etc. 

we will be using lots of the vocabulary throughout our first half term and it would be beneficial if you could be talking 
about and use them at home too. 


