
 Drake Class Bulletin  
 

 
 

 

 January 2022 

Telephone: 01252 870536          Fax: 01252 878427 
email: adminoffiice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk      Web: www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk 

Cranford Park CE Primary School, Cranford Park Drive, Yateley, Hampshire  GU46 6LB 

Welcome to a New Year! 

We hope you have all had a 
lovely Christmas and we would 

like to wish you all a very happy 

2022. The class very were sad to 
say goodbye to Mrs Taylor at the 

end of term and we all wish her 
well in her new role at Frimley 

Park Hospital. We are delighted 
though, that Mrs Mellor has now 

joined Drake Class as a full time 

LSA with Mrs Clancy. 
 

We had a great time last term 
learning about the skeleton and 

doing light based experiments in 

science. We also made some 
healthy sandwiches and 

packages to hold them in DT. We 
know most of you enjoyed eating 

them too! We also designed and 
made puppets, which was great 

fun.  

 
So, what are we going to be 

doing this term? 
 

This Term’s Topics 

 
The first half term’s topic is a 

history-based topic, it is based on 
the Hunter-Gatherers and we are 

going to be learning all about stone 

age man. The focus this half term 
will be on how archaeological 

findings form our ideas about the 
stone age and how early man 

became civilised. In art we will be 
having a go at cave painting! 

 

Our English set texts are linked to 
our prehistoric history theme. We 

will be writing instructions about 

how to brush a sabre-toothed 
tiger’s teeth, drawing inspiration 

from the book ‘How to Wash a 

Woolly Mammoth’ and then focus 
on story writing linked to the book, 

‘Stone Age Boy’. 
 

In Maths we start with fractions 
and then move onto shape. 

Following this our maths work will 

focus on addition and subtraction. 
 

In science, we will be learning 
about rocks, soils and fossils. In 

PSHE, we are going to be 

discussing the idea of family. In 
R.E., we are going to be learning 

about Rituals that involve water 
such as baptism. In French we will 

be learning new year greetings, 
new colours (black and white) and 

numbers up to 20. 

 
Spring term 2 

Next half term, the focus is a 
geography one and we will be 

learning all about the country of 

Peru in South America. Our English 
also links to the Peru theme, as we 

will be writing newspaper reports 
detailing the adventures of 

Paddington Bear! 

 
In maths we start with a focus on 

telling the time and then units on 
multiplication and division. After 

this we cover data handing and 
interpreting statistics. We end the 

spring term in maths by revisiting 

addition and subtraction, but 
applying these skills to 

measurement themes such as length, 

volume and capacity and weight.  
 

In Art, we will explore the works of 

JMW Turner and we will get to use 
watercolour paints. In PSHE, we will 

be focusing on the idea of community 
and in R.E. we will be learning about 

Holy week and the Easter story. In 
French the class will learn and record 

new simple conversational French 

vocabulary, use colours as an 
adjective to describe an animal and 

learn about French Easter customs. 
 

PE  

Our PE days this term continue to be 
on a Wednesday and Thursday. 

The children should come to school 
dressed in their P.E kit on a 

Wednesday and Thursday. On a 
Wednesday the class have indoor PE 

in the hall and on a Thursday the 

class do outdoor sports and games.  
 

PE kit 
A plain, white T-shirt, plain, bottle 

green shorts, trainers or plimsolls and 

of course plain green or black jogging 
bottoms in cold weather. Please 

ensure that all PE kit is clearly labelled 
with your child’s name and class. 

 

No earrings or watches may be worn 
during P.E. for health and safety 

reasons.  If your child is unable to 
remove their earrings by themselves, 

please supply some tape to cover 
them during these lessons. Thank 

you. 

 
 



 

Homework and the 

Drake Class Dojo. 
Your child will be set 

weekly English, Maths 

or topic related tasks through the 
Drake Class Dojo. Homework will be 

set on a Friday and should be 
completed by Wednesday. Please 

upload completed homework tasks 
to your child’s portfolio section of 

the Class Dojo, so that a record of 

their completed homework tasks 
can be recorded throughout their 

time in KS2. It is envisaged that the 
children will spend up to about an 

hour a week on homework related 

activities, including revising set 
multiplication tables, spelling and 

reading. All homework will be 
accompanied by a task description 

on the Class Dojo and the task will 
have been talked through in school.  

 

Spellings   
A list of spellings will be set on the 

class Dojo on a Monday. The 
children will be set five spelling 

words linked to a particular spelling 

pattern or spelling rule. The list will 
also contain two slightly more 

challenging words (golden words) 
linked to the same pattern/rule and 

the children can choose to learn 

these more difficult words. There 
will also be a set dictated sentence 

with the list of spellings, which 
revises high frequency words and 

two pattern/ rule words. Spellings 
are tested in class on a Friday. 

 

Times tables 
Times tables are tested on a 

Monday and will be reset on a 
Wednesday, according to your 

child’s progress within the school’s 

times tables Bronze, Silver, Gold 
Award system. The children can 

practice their times tables using 
their TT Rockstars account or the 

Topmarks online game Hit the 
Button. 

  

Reading 
As well as 

reading and 
discussing 

texts during 

English 

lessons, each child will have their 

own reading book. There will be 
some time every week to review 

their individual reading with a 

teacher or Learning Support 
Assistant in school. They will 

therefore need to have their 
reading book and reading 

record with them every day. We 
would be grateful if you could sign 

the record book each time you hear 

your child read and we welcome 
any comments which you feel may 

be useful.   
 

To encourage the children to read 

at home to an adult we have a 
Reading Ladder Challenge. The 

challenge is for a child to read to 
an adult at home for five or more 

times during the week for a period 
of approximately 15 to 20 minutes. 

The child’s name then gets moved 

up the ladder during the week and 
at the end of the week they can 

receive a small treat for their 
reading efforts. 

 

Weekly library visits will restart for 
the children again this term and 

here the children will be able to 
select their own choice of reading 

material. 

 
Uniform 

The children should be wearing 
their winter school uniform this 

term. This includes a tie if your 
child is wearing a button up shirt.  

Please ensure that your child’s 

name is written clearly inside 
everything they own – it is quite 

difficult to reunite children with 
jumpers in particular if they are 

unnamed! 

 
…and finally 

Thank you for all your support last 
term, we really do appreciate it. 

We hope that we can all work 
together again to make the spring 

term just as successful, fingers 

crossed for a happy and healthy 
2022!  

 
Yours sincerely,  

Mrs Rees, Mrs Saunders 

Mrs Clancy, Mrs Mellor 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Important Vocabulary that the 

children will be learning. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

Jewellery 

Pottery 

Farming 

Swords 

Daggers 

Arrows 

Peru 

Country 

weather 

climate 

cool 

similarities 

differences 

north 

south 

east 

west 

autumn 

winter 

spring 

summer 

 

Armour 

Shields 

Roundhouse 

Mammoth 

Antler 

Cave painting 

Spears 

Hill forts  

Hand Axe 

Stone Age 

Flint 

Atmosphere 

Rainfall 

Temperature 

Continent 

South America 

 

 

 

Celts 

Neolithic Man 

Fur Pelt 

Skara Brae 

Prehistoric 

Equator 

Tropical 

Semi-arid 

Climate zone 

Precipitation 

Latitude 

Terrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 


