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Welcome to Earhart Class 
and Year 6! It is so lovely 
to see all the class back 
and to welcome a new 
face. They are settling in 
well and adjusting to our 
new hand washing 
regimes and class layout.   
 
During Year 6, Mrs Humphrey 
will be our Learning Support 
Assistant and Mrs O’Connor 
will be teaching the class on a 
Tuesday morning and all day 
Wednesday.  
 
We look forward to working 
with you and your child.  If 
you have any questions please 
feel free to speak to the office 
to book an appointment to 
see me or use Class Dojo to 
send me message if you have 
any quick questions or 
queries.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Half-Term’s Topics… 
 
This half term our topic will be 
Bombs, Battles and Bravery! 
 

This will focus largely on 
History, where we will be 
learning about World War II. 
We will be focusing on Dunkirk 
and whether it was a significant 
turning point in the war.  
 
In Science this half term we 
will be learning about light.  
 
In English we will read and 
write stories that have a 
historical setting and link to 
World War 2, before moving on 
to autobiographies and 
biographies. This will see the 
children learning about and 
writing a biography of one of 
the wartime leaders.  
 
In RE we will be exploring ‘rites 
of passage’. Children will 
express a personal response to 
the concept of rites of passage 
and explain what events have 
been important in their journey 
of life so far. After half term, we 
will be learning about the birth 
narrative in Christianity, making 
comparisons between relevant 
gospels. 
 
 

What equipment will my 
child need? 
 

Each child will need an art shirt 
or overall so that their clothes 

are protected during messy 
practical sessions. 
 
Your child will also need to come 
dressed in their full P.E. kit on a 
Thursday and Friday.  This 
consists of: 
A plain, white T-shirt 
plain, bottle green shorts, 
trainers or plimsolls. As we 
are outside, they may also 
wear a dark coloured (black, 
navy or bottle green tracksuit) 
 
Please ensure that everything is 
clearly labelled with your child’s 
name. 
 
No earrings or watches may be 
worn during P.E. for health and 
safety reasons.  If your child is 
unable to remove their earrings by 
themselves, please supply some 
tape to cover them during these 
lessons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homework 
 
Your child will be set 
weekly English and 

Maths Tasks as well as weekly 
spellings and times tables. It is 
envisaged that the children will 



 

spend up to an hour and a half a 
week on activities including 
learning spellings, practising 
multiplication tables and 
reading.  
 
This year, homework will be set 
on a Friday and must be 
completed and uploaded by the 
following Wednesday. 
Homework will be set online 
using ClassDojo and children will 
need to submit their work using 
the site as well.  
 
End of KS2 Tests 
 
As many of you know, children 
will sit the end of key stage two 
national curriculum tests (SATs) 
at the end of this year. They will 
take place during May 2020. If 
you have any concerns or 
questions about them please 
feel free to ask.  
 
 
Reading 
 
As well as 
reading and 
discussing texts 
during English 
lessons, each 
child will have their own reading 
book either from the school 
library or from the classroom 
bookshelf.  There will be some 
time every week to review their 
individual reading with a teacher 
or Learning Support Assistant in 
school.  They will therefore need 
to have their reading book and 

reading record with them 
everyday.   
 
We have a Reading Ladder 
Challenge. The challenge is for 
a child to read to an adult at 
home for a minimum of five 
times during the week for a 
period of approximately 15 to 
20 minutes. The child’s name is 
then moved up the ladder at the 
end of the week and, at the end 
of the half term, the winner of 
our raffle will win a small treat. 
 
Reading at home with your child 
remains a vital part of their 
development and directly 
impacts the progress they make 
in school.  
 
Each child also has log in details 
for ‘Bug Club’, a brilliant online 
reading platform that offers the 
children incentives for reading 
eBooks allocated to them by 
their teacher. As they read, 
children are also asked 
questions about the book all 
designed to help them develop 
their enjoyment of reading as 
well as comprehension skills. 
Please encourage your child to 
use Bug Club at home as often 
as possible and record it in their 
reading record whenever they 
do so.  
 
We would be grateful if you 
could sign the reading record 
every time you support your 
child with their reading at 
home.  

 
 
 
Uniform 
 
The children have 

started the year looking very 
smart, thank you. Can I remind 
you, that if the children are 
wearing a formal shirt, they must 
wear a tie as well?  
 
Please ensure that your child’s 
name is written clearly inside 
everything they own – it is quite 
difficult to reunite children with 
jumpers, in particular, if they are 
unnamed. 
 
Class Assemblies 
Due to the current circumstances 
there will be no class assemblies 
until further notice. We will let you 
know as soon as this changes.  
 
And Finally… 
 
We hope that we can all work 
together so that your child has a 
really successful year.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Mrs Russell 
 
Class teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

World War 2  Vocabulary 
 
We are starting to send words home at the beginning of each unit to help develop children's communication skills. 

Most important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about the half terms topic. There will 

be some simple words that they should be able to read and spell correctly. We will be using lots of the vocabulary 
throughout our topic at school and it would be beneficial if you could be talking about and using them at home too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step Up Words 

siren 

air raid 
shelter 
rations 

factories 
enemies 

blackout 
gas mask 

 

occupied 

prime minister 
slogan 
rationing 

munitions 
evacuation 

evacuee 
coupon 

underground 
invaded 

propaganda 

resistance 
refugee 
allies 

civilians 
telegram 

prisoners of war 
allotment 


