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Welcome back to school! 

Thank you for all your 
support during such a 

challenging time.  

 
My name is Miss Portch and I am 

the class teacher for Earle Class.  
Our Learning Support Assistant is 

Mrs Levitt.  
 
We look forward to working with 

you and your child over the 
coming year.  If you have any 

questions please feel free to 
speak to the office to book an 

appointment to have a phone 

appointment or put quick 
questions / queries on tapestry 

and I will respond.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

This Half-Term’s Topics… 
 

This half term, we will be settling 
into lots of new routines. We will 

learn to take care of our own 

belongings like our jumpers and 
cardigans and book bags. If your 

child’s reading book needs changing 
please encourage them to put it in 

the allocated box to ensure it gets 
changed.  

 

Our topic this half term is “Percy 

the Park Keeper”.  
We will be visiting a local park on 

Tuesday 15th October to explore 

how it is looked after and all the 
different equipment needed to 

make it fun and entertaining for 
visitors.  

 
In Science we will learn all about 

different materials. We will be 

visiting the Park in Yateley where 
we will be identifying and naming 

different materials we can find.  
 

This topic will also allow us to 

practice our Geography skills of 
looking at our local environment 

and our local park. We will also find 
out who looks after our park and 

the type of jobs they do to keep it 
in top shape. 

 

We will be learning how to mix 
different shades of colour, in Art, 

and using this skill to paint pictures 
of the landscape and equipment at 

the park and around the school. 

 
In Computing we will learn how 

to log on to our account so that we 
can play exciting games. We will 

also be getting used to using 

different keys on the keyboard. 
 

 
In RE we will be looking at times of 

celebration and how different 
people celebrate different things 

and in different ways. In particular 

we will learn about Harvest and 

why it is a special time for Christians.  

 
In PSHE, we will be talking about 

how we can work well together; 

setting up the rules of our classroom 
to ensure that everyone stays happy 

and safe. 

             
 

What equipment will my child 

need? 
Your child needs to wear their full PE 

kit into school on our PE days this 
consists of: a plain white T-shirt, 

plain bottle green shorts, the 

school jumper and trainers or 
plimsolls. 

 
They may also wear a plain, black or 

bottle green tracksuit when the 
weather gets colder.  Please ensure 

that everything is clearly labelled 

with your child’s name and class. 
No earrings or watches may be worn 

during P.E. for health and safety 
reasons.  If your child is unable to 

remove their earrings by themselves, 

please supply some tape to cover 
them during these lessons. Please 

also practise doing and undoing 
buttons if your child wears a shirt.  

 
P.E. will take place on the following 

days: Tuesday (outdoors with me) 

and Thursday (outdoors with 
Chelsea) 

 
 



 

Homework 

In Year 1 the most 
important 

homework is 

practising reading 
and our flashcards which 

should be done at least four 
times a week for 5-10 minutes 

and recorded in their reading 
record. 

 

Please also continue to use Bug 
Club, remembering to record that 

your child has read in their reading 
journal so that we can move them 

up the reading ladder. 

 
After a few weeks the children will 

be set a weekly homework task on 
tapestry. This will mostly consist of 

your child sharing what they have 
learned in school that week. They 

may be asked to draw, make lists, 

play a maths game, carry out 
simple research etc, related to the 

current topic. All homework will be 
clearly explained on tapestry. Once 

your child has completed their 

homework I would ask for you to 
submit a photo or document onto 

tapestry as we are not going to 
send homework books home this 

year.  

 
Homework will be set on a Friday 

and must be completed and 
submitted to tapestry by the 

following Wednesday.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Reading 

Each child will have their own 
reading book as well as one from 

the school library. We aim to hear 

every child read twice a week to 
monitor their progress and change 

books. They will therefore need to 
have their reading book and 

reading record with them every 
day.  We would be grateful if you 

could sign the record book each 

time you read with your child at 
home and we welcome any 

comments which you feel may be 
useful. Alongside this, Guided 

Reading will take place daily where 

the children will read with myself 
and Mrs Levitt and carry out 

comprehension games and 
activities.    

 
Uniform 
It is fantastic to see so many of our 

pupils looking smart in their new 
school uniform. 

Please ensure that your child’s 
name is written clearly inside 

everything they own – it is quite 

difficult to reunite children with 
jumpers in particular if they are 

unnamed. It might be a good idea 
for those children with Cranford 

Park coats to personalise them in 

some way e.g. ribbon through the 
zip toggle to help the children 

identify their own. 
 

Safety Advice 
If your child wishes to cycle or 

scoot to school and you wish to 

leave their “mode of transport” 
here, they should be secured in the 

bike park at the front of the school 
and not left outside the class room 

door – and please remember no 

scooting/cycling in school grounds - 
thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Tapestry 

We shall be continuing to use 
Tapestry in Year 1 to share your 

child’s learning journey with you.  

However, this will become less as the 
year goes on as much work will be 

recorded and written in to books, 
which you will be given at the end of 

the year. 
Any queries, please do not hesitate to 

drop in for a chat. 

 
And Finally… 

We look forward to working together 
so that your child has a really 

successful year.   

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Miss Portch, Class teacher 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

-Children have a thorough 
understanding of these words. 
 
-Everyday language used at home 
and school in daily interactions.  
 
-Children will have become familiar 
with these words through prior 
teaching and exposure. 

-These are really useful words. 
 
-Likely to be encountered again in 
reading or oral language.  
 
-Words that are topic specific but 
important to the topic. 
 
 

-Words that are particularly topic 
specific and less likely to encounter in 
daily interactions.  
 
- Advanced vocabulary they are likely 
to encounter again later on in 
education.  
 

 

Anchor Words Goldilocks Words Step On Words 

- park 
- fox 
- badger 
- rabbit 
- owl 
- Percy 
- hedgehog 
- squirrel  
- duck  
- mice  
- mouse  
- mole  
- friends  
- hut  
- weather  
- sun  
- cold  
- wet  
- rain  
- cloud 
- snow 
- wind  
- hard 
- soft 
 

- autumn 
- winter 
- spring 
- summer 
- find  
- hunt  
- park keeper 
- frosty  
- icy  
- foggy 
- sunshine 
- rainbow 
- weather 
- soft 
- fluffy  
- furry 
- rough 
- smooth 
- prickly 
 
 

- adventure 
- seasons 
- rescue 
- hibernate 
- experiment 
- thermometer 
- temperature  
- weather forecast 
- climate  
- misty 
- gritty  
- texture 
 
 

‘Percy Park keeper’ Topic Vocabulary 
 
At the beginning of each unit/topic we send home a ‘word list’ to help develop children's communication skills. Most 

important is that they use them orally and within sentences when talking about parks, seasons and materials, but 

there may be some simple words that they will start to read or even write. After initially settling in and getting used to 
routines etc. we will be using lots of the vocabulary throughout our first half term and it would be beneficial if you 

could be talking about and use them at home too. 


