
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
             Newsletter 5 – January 2020 

 

Dear Parents 
 

Welcome to our first newsletter of the decade! I hope that 2020 has started well for you all. 
 

Parents’ Evenings /Mid-year summary reports 
These are scheduled for Tuesday 25th February (4.30-7.00pm) and Thursday 27th February (3.15-
5.30pm). We hope to be using the new Parentmail form system for you to state your preference for 
time and day so please look out for the email that will be sent about this. Paper forms will only be sent 
out to parents who have requested them. 
 

This year we will be sending home a short, mid-year summary report which will give you information on 
how your child is currently achieving against age related expectations. These will come home just before 
parents’ evening so that you can then discuss them with your child’s class teacher(s).  
 

Mrs Pierce (our SENCO) will also be offering appointments for parents of children with SEND. These can 
be booked in the same way as class teacher appointments. 
 

Please note that teacher led after-school clubs do not run on the week of parents’ evenings. 
 

World Book Day 
World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March and is a fantastic opportunity to promote reading a sharing 
stories and books of all genres.  
This year we are asking for children (and staff) to come dressed up as a character from a book. 
Costumes can be as simple or elaborate as you wish but please do not feel the need to buy something. 
Many characters wear everyday clothes so, for those children who are reluctant to dress up, they can 
just come in their own clothes or perhaps in their pyjamas to make it a bit more special. There will be 
prizes awarded. 
All children will also receive a voucher which can be exchanged for a World Bookday book or for £1 off 
of a book that is £2.99 at participating booksellers and there will be activities going on in all classes to 
promote reading. 
Thank you for your support.  
 

Payment for school dinners 
Unless you are entitled to a free school meal, all school dinners for children in Years 3, 4 ,5 and 6 must 
be paid for in advance. We cannot allow debts to be created on accounts. The cost is £2.40 per 
meal and they can be paid in advance daily, weekly, monthly or termly. Our preferred method is online 
payment via the school website. Please speak to the office staff if you have not yet registered for this.  
 

Safety on the school site 
Please remember that, for their own safety and that of others, children should not be cycling at all on 
the school site. They should be walking their bikes and scooters on the pathways or playgrounds. 
Please also remind your child to stick to the paths when walking into or out of school as cars and lorries 
may be accessing or leaving the site so the children need to apply their road safety routines just as they 
would outside of school. 
Our caretaker works very hard at this time of year to put down salt and grit to make paths and surfaces 
safer but please do take extra care on these cold and frosty mornings. 
I have also had concerns raised by parents about the speed that people are driving along Cranford Park. 
We have contacted the local council  
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Social Media 
In the ever-changing world of technology it is very hard to keep up with the latest online trend. All 
National guidance says that social-media sites are not suitable for primary aged pupils as they do not 
have the maturity to deal with issues that can arise and understand fully the possible ways that social 
media can put them or others at risk. I know that some parents do allow their children access to social 
media, but would stress that it is absolutely vital that you monitor this access, including ensuring privacy 
settings are set up, and that you regularly talk to them about keeping themselves and others safe. This 
should include never sharing photos or videos of others without their permission. 
I have attached a parents’ guide to TikTok (one of the newer sites to become popular) for your 
information. 
 

Studybugs 
There can often be lots of colds and bugs going around at this time of year and the StudyBugs app is a 
really quick and easy way for you to report your child’s absence. As well as letting us know, it also feeds 
directly into the NHS and other public health organisations in order to monitor children’s illnesses and 
help to improve children’s health. The data that is received is used anonymously to look for trends and 
patterns in the local area and inform health organisations so that they can pick up on any outbreaks 
quickly in order to ensure a prompt response. The app will also give you guidance directly from NHS 
direct.  
We started this initiative over two years ago but there are still lots of parents who don’t use it, so please 
do think about downloading the app onto your phone or tablet. If you need support with this please talk 
to Mrs Gill.  

 

Top 3 reasons to use Studybugs 

1. It helps us know sooner if your child is unaccounted for. 

2. It’s quick and easy to register and use and automatically reminds you to keep us posted. 
3. You’ll be helping the NHS and other public health organisations improve children’s health. 
(https://studybugs.com/about/schools)  
 
 

School nurse website  
Please have a look at the website below for advice and guidance on 
whether your child is well enough to be in school.  
www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing   linked from our school website 

links page! 
 

Cold Weather & Snow Closure Procedure 
Here is another reminder about the procedures the school will follow in the event of significant snow fall 
over the winter period.  We always try to stay open, and the decision to close the school is always based 
on conditions at the school and also the health and safety of pupils and staff on their way to and from 
school, as well as once they are here on site.  Please bear in mind that some members of staff are not 
local and may not be able to get to school and therefore we may not be able to guarantee the health 
and safety of all the students. If the school has to close then the school website will be updated with a 
message on the home page www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk.  A message will be broadcast on Heart 
Thames Valley and Eagle Radio Stations. All schools in Hampshire that are closed are also recorded on 
this website http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/. 
Parents who have registered for ParentmailPMX and given us their contact mobile numbers and email 
addresses, will receive a text/email. 
 
It is really important that our contact details for you are up-to-date and that you have 
followed the instructions for registering for the Parentmail system. 

 
 

Attendance 
The overall attendance for the whole school last term was 96.2%. This is lower that this time last year 
and lower than our target. 
 

https://studybugs.com/about/schools
http://www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing
http://www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk/
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/
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Attendance figures for each class are listed below. Well done Columbus Class who had the best 
attendance overall! 
 

 Attendance %  Attendance % 

Whole School 96.2% Drake Class 96.8% 

Cook Class 96.3% Carter Class 95.6% 

Earle Class 96.4% Columbus Class 97.1% 

Armstrong Class 96.2% Earhart Class 95.2% 
 

Regular attendance at school is obviously crucial to children’s education, which is why we send out the 
green, orange and red letters each term. Whilst we would not encourage anyone to send a sick child to 
school, it is worth keeping in mind the long term picture. Attendance figures lower than 86% would be 
equivalent to a child missing a year of their primary school education! 
We are still getting requests for children to be taken out of school for family holidays which do not 
count as exceptional reasons for a child to miss school and so will be classed as unauthorised absences 
and may well result in a fine. Please also bear in mind that authorising an absence is my decision and it 
is in my control to change an absence to “unauthorised” if it becomes obvious that a parent has not 
been honest about the reason for absence. This could result in a fine if the total of unauthorised 
absences reaches the threshold set out by Hampshire County Council (10 sessions in a 100 session 
period). We are also obliged to refer parents to the Attendance Legal Panel if we feel that action taken 
has not resulted in any improvement. 
 

It is also essential that pupils arrive at school on time. Our school starts at 8.50 am and any children 
arriving after this will be disrupting the start of the day for themselves, and for their classmates and 
teachers. Our attendance policy states that on-going and repeated lateness is considered as 
unauthorised absence and will be subject to legal action by Hampshire County Council (see 
our Attendance policy for more details).  
If you need support in improving either lateness or attendance please make an appointment to come to 
see me, so that we can avoid having to take this action. 
 

Dates for Statutory Assessments  
In line with the Attendance Code of Conduct and Policy, I am required to inform you that Year 6 
Statutory Assessments will take place during the week commencing Monday 11th May 2020.  Year 2 
Statutory Assessments will take place during the whole month of May 2020 and the Year 1 Phonic 
Screening Check will take place week commencing Monday 8th June 2020.   
The new Year 4 multiplication checks will be administered between Monday 8th June and Thursday 25th 
June 2020. 
Children are NOT allowed to have any unauthorised absence during these periods without incurring a 
penalty notice and related fine and possibly a referral to the attendance legal panel. 
Please note that all year groups conduct important assessments during the summer term and absence is 
very disruptive to these, for the children, the teacher and the class as the assessments then have to be 
done at another time.  
 

Clubs 
All clubs should now have started. Thank you to the staff who give up their time to run these clubs. If 
your child has signed up for a club it is important that they do commit to it and attend every session 
unless they are ill. If they are not going to attend you should let either the office and/or the teacher 
running the club know so that they are not worried about children who have not arrived. If they decide 
to stop attending the club altogether then, out of politeness to the teacher running the club, please do 
let them know. It also means that the space can be offered to someone on the waiting list. 
 
 

Yateley Community Pre-school Quiz night 
This is being held in our school hall on Saturday 8th February (see attached flyer). Please do support it 
by bringing a team along if you can. It is always great fun and last time the curry was delicious. 
 

Cranford Park PTA Events 
Some dates for your diary for events organised by the PTA to raise funds for our pupils. More details will 
follow. 
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Popcorn Party – Tuesday 11th February 
Spring Tea – Tuesday 24th March 

Discos – Tuesday 31st March 
 
Class Assemblies 
Class assemblies will take place on Wednesday this year, starting 
at 9.00am. Parents and Grandparents are invited to come and see 
their children. Please come to the main entrance and sign in at  
the office from 8.35am on the day of your child’s assembly.   
We do hope that you are able to join us.  
 
 

Yours sincerely  

Georgina Edwards 
Headteacher 
 

Date Class 

5th February Drake (Y3) 

25th March Columbus (Y5) 

20th May Earle (Y1) 

1st July Cook (YR) 

Dates for your diary 

Monday 27th January Year 4 and 5 Saxon and Viking Drama Day – costumes 
needed! 

  

Wednesday 5th February  Drake Class Assembly – 9 am 

Thursday 6th February  Year 3 and 6 pre-historic and Greek Drama Day – costumes 
needed! 

Saturday 8th February 9.30 am Messy Church at St Peter’s Church 

Tuesday 11th February PTA popcorn party after school 

Friday 14th February School finishes for half term – 3.05 pm 
Mufti day – suggested donation of £1  

17th Feb – 21st Feb   Half term break 

Monday 24th February  School re-opens to pupils 

w/beginning 24th February  No teacher led clubs this week 

Tuesday 25th February  Parents’ Evening 4.30 – 7.00 pm 

Thursday 27th February  Parents’ Evening 3.15 – 5.30 pm 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day – dressing up! 

Tuesday 24th March  PTA Spring Tea – after school 

Wednesday 25th March Columbus Class Assembly 

Thursday 26th March Class Photographs 

Friday 27th March Year 1 and 2 Trip to The Living Rainforest  

Monday 30th March  Easter Service at St Peter’s Church 2 pm 

Tuesday 31st March PTA Discos – KS1 5.15 -6.15 pm, KS2 6.20-7.20 pm 

Friday 3rd April  End of term -  school finishes at 1.15 pm  
Mufti day – suggested donation 50p 

Monday 20th April School re-opens to pupils – PLEASE NOT DATE CHANGE! 


