
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 Newsletter 3 – November 2017 

 
             Dear Parents 

 
Welcome to our 3rd newsletter of the academic year. 
 
INSET Day 
A reminder that the school is closed to pupils on Friday 24th November as all staff are taking part 
in a joint Inset day with other local schools. There will not be any staff at school on this day. 
 
Bikeability 
Congratulations to the Year 5 pupils on the fantastic attitude they showed during their bikeability 
training last half term. The instructors were very impressed. Most children passed their level 1 or 2 
qualification. There is an opportunity for children who did not quite reach Level 2 to have another go 
next year if the scheme continues to run but it is really important that they keep practicing the skills 
they have already learned so that they will be ready to progress. 
 
Parent Governor 
We had one application for our Parent Governor vacancy so no ballot was needed. We are very pleased 
to welcome Dr Claire Elhaggagi to our Governing Body and I am sure she will be a great asset to our 
leadership team. 
 

Thank you 
We have received a “thank you” from the Hart foodbank for all the Harvest donations. We collected 
more than 140 kg of food to help those families in need so thank you for all your contributions. 
 
Children in Need 
On Friday 17th November we will be taking part in Children in Need day. You should have already 
received a letter with all the details but I just wanted to stress that I would like all children to feel that 
they can take part in the dressing up / mufti and that while we suggest a contribution of £1, this is 
entirely voluntary. I am aware that we have been asking for lots of donations to different charities 
recently, so if you would rather give a smaller donation, or none at all, this is absolutely fine.  
 

Anti-bullying week 
Next week (Monday 13th November- Friday 17th November) is national Anti-Bullying week and the 
children will be involved in different activities within their classes linked with the theme “All Different, All 
Equal”. To start the week off, the school council came up with the idea of all of the children wearing 
odd socks to school on Monday 13th November. This is just for fun – not to raise funds -so please 
don’t send any money in. 
 
Miss Hill 
Miss Hill is due to have an operation next week and will possibly be off recovering for the remainder of 
term. This will obviously mean that we will have fewer staff in the office to answer any queries. If 
possible, please can you avoid coming into the office at the busiest times of the day (drop off and pick 
up times) unless it is unavoidable, and instead send communications via email to 
adminoffice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk or pop in or phone at another time during the day in order to 
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help us deal with more urgent matters. We appreciate your understanding and support in helping us to 
ensure the continued smooth running of the office and wish Miss Hill a speedy recovery. 
  
Attendance 
You will have all received your colour coded letters before half term 
relating to attendance and lateness.  Please don’t be too alarmed if you 
got a red or orange letter if your child has been off sick so far this year as 
over time their percentage will increase and they will return to ‘green’.  
However, if your child is suffering from an ongoing illness or condition, 
please talk to us and we might be able to ask the School Nurse to help.    
We closely monitor attendance of all pupils and hope that these half termly 
letters will act as useful source of information for you. 
Well done Earhart Class for having the highest attendance overall! 
 

 
Dates for Statutory Assessments  
In line with the new Attendance Code of Conduct and Policy I am required to inform you that Year Six 
Statutory Assessments will take place during the week commencing Monday 14th May 2018.  Year 2 
Statutory Assessments will take place during the month of May 2018 and the Year 1 Phonic Screening 
Check will take place week commencing Monday 11th June 2018.    You are NOT allowed to have any 
unauthorised absence during these periods without incurring a penalty notice and related fine.  
 
Winter Uniform 
May we remind all parents of children in the Key Stage 2 Classes (Drake, Carter, Columbus and Earhart) 
that we are in Winter Uniform season and children should either be wearing shirts with ties or a v-neck 
blouse without a tie.  Key Stage 2 children should NOT be wearing polo shirts now. As usual children in 
all year groups should have school shoes and not trainers.  We would also request that each child 
brings a coat to school as the temperature is getting colder outside at breaks and lunchtimes.   
 
Clubs 
Please note that the last week for clubs run by school staff will be the week beginning 27th 
November. For other clubs the final sessions will be: 
Judo: 5th /6th December 
Choir: 11th December  
French: TBC 
SCL: 14th December  
 
SoccerinSchools  
We are delighted that the SoccerIn Schools after school club for Y1 – Y3 will be returning in January. 
Leaflets will be coming home soon for you to sign up. 
 
La Jolie Ronde 
Congratulations to La Jolie Ronde who run our after school French club for Years 1 and 2. They have 
won the prestigious "What's on 4 Kids" Award for the "Best National Activity for Children aged 5-12" for 
the 4th year running. The award is voted for by parents and is therefore a true representation of 
parents' views and their eagerness to reward the very best that there is to offer. If you would like your 
child to join the French club, please see the office for information. 
 

Cold Weather & Snow Closure Procedure 
In anticipation of the winter weather to come, I thought it might be helpful to let you know about the 
procedure the school would follow in the event of significant snow fall over the winter period.  We 
always try to stay open, and the decision to close the school is always based on conditions at the school 
and also the health and safety of staff and pupils on their way to and from school, as well as once they 
are here on site.  Please bear in mind that some members of staff are not local and may not be able to 
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get to school and therefore we may not be able to guarantee the health and safety of all the students. If 
the school has to close then  

 the school website will be updated with a message on the home page 
www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk 

 A message be broadcast on Heart Thames Valley and Eagle Radio Stations.   
 All schools in Hampshire that are closed are also recorded on this website 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/schoolclosures/. 

 Parents who have registered for ParentmailPMX and given us their contact mobile numbers and 
email addresses, will receive a text/email. 

It is really important that our contact details for you are up-to-date and that you have followed the 
instructions for registering for the new parentmail system that were sent out recently. 
 

Christmas Events 
The children have already begun to practise for their Christmas performances. Last year we decided to 
make the performances for adult audiences only and this worked very well so we will be doing the same 
this year. No younger siblings will be allowed in the audience. The reasons for this are that it can 
be very distracting for the children who have worked so hard to learn their lines and songs etc if little 
ones start to cry or shout out and it can also make it difficult for other parents in the audience to hear 
what is going on. I understand that for some parents, finding childcare can be difficult so, for those 
parents, we are inviting them to attend the dress rehearsal instead. Younger siblings will be welcome to 
this performance only.   
 

Key Stage 1 Performance – further details to follow 
The children in Cook, Earle and Armstrong classes (Early Years and Key Stage 1) will be putting on a 
play called ‘Lights. Camel. Action!’  The traditional Christmas story is retold with a Strictly twist! The 
performances are on Monday 11th December at 2pm and Tuesday 12th December at 9.20am. The dress 
rehearsal (which parents bringing younger siblings are invited to attend) will be on Friday 8th December 
at 9.30 am. 
 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Service – further details to follow 
Children in Drake, Carter, Columbus and Earhart Classes (Key Stage 2) will be leading our Christmas 
Service on Monday 18th December at 2 pm at St Peter’s Church. The dress rehearsal (which parents 
bringing younger siblings are invited to attend) will be on Thursday 14th December in the afternoon. 
                                                                                                                                                   
Bags2 School 
Our next Bag2School collection date is on Wednesday 15th November. For every kilogram collected the 
school will receive 40p, and the children also learn about re-cycling and re-using to help the 
environment. You should have already received a bag. Please fill it with good quality clothing, shoes, 
handbags, bedding and towels etc and then bring the bag to school on the morning of 15th November 
(or you can bring them in before) and put it in the correct section of the Key Stage 2 playground. We 
organise our collection in colour teams, with a trophy presented to the team who raises the most. 
 
Starting school in September 2018? 
Applications have now opened for children due to start in Reception in September 2018.The closing date 
is midnight on Monday 15th January 2018. Please apply online using the Hampshire Website.  
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/admissions.htm or pop into the office to pick up a form. 

 
School Uniform Sales 
The PTA have begun selling school uniform from the PTA store on the large playground every 
Wednesday at the end of the school day. They plan to have new, nearly new and used stock that can 
be purchased on the day or if something is not available you can order it. 
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Class Assemblies 
Class assemblies will take place on Wednesday this year, starting 
at 9.00am. Parents and Grandparents are invited to come and see 
their children. Please come to the main entrance and sign in at 
reception at 8.50am on the day of your child’s assembly.  The 
dates are as follows: 
 

We do hope that you are able to join us.  
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 

Georgina Edwards 
Headteacher 
 

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 8th November Carter Class Assembly – 9 am 

Friday 10th November  Fire service visiting Year 1 

Wednesday 15th November Bags2School collection 

Friday 24th November INSET Day – school closed to pupils 

Thursday 30th November PTA breakfast morning – 8.15 am in the hall – all welcome 

               Further details of the following events will be sent home after half term: 
Friday 1st December Year 6 Evacuee Day 

Friday 8th December KS1 Christmas Dress Rehearsal 9.30 am 

Saturday 9th December  Choir singing at Winter Wonderland event on Yateley Green  

Monday 11th December KS1 Christmas Performance – 2 pm 

Monday 11th December  Choir performing with Yateley Choral Society 7pm 

Tuesday 12th December KS1 Christmas Performance – 9.20 am 

Wednesday 13th December Year 5 to Winchester Science Centre 

Thursday 14th December  KS2 Christmas Dress Rehearsal at St Peter’s Church –2pm 

Friday 15th December  Pantomime for whole school – 1.30 pm 

Monday 18th December  KS2 Christmas Performance at St Peter’s Church – 2pm 

Tuesday 19th December  PTA Discos 
KS1 5.15pm to 6.15 pm 
KS2 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm 

Thursday 21st December Elf Run in aid of Phyllis Tuckwell 
PTA mufti Day 50p 
School Christmas Dinner (order form to follow) 
School finishes for Christmas Holidays at 1.15 pm 

Thursday 4th January Pupils back after Christmas Holiday 

 

                                                               
 

School nurse website  
Please have a look at the website below for advice and guidance 
on whether your child is well enough to be in school.  
www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing   linked from our school 

website links page! 

 

Date Class 

8th November Carter (Y4) 

17th January  Armstrong (Y2) 

7th February Drake (Y3) 

21st March Columbus (Y5) 

2nd May Earle (Y1) 

4th July Cook (YR) 

http://www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing
http://stpetersyateley.info/MessyChurch.html
http://stpetersyateley.info/Integrity.html

