
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
Newsletter – September 2 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

The last two weeks have flown by, and the children have 
settled back into school so well. In all classes, the children 
have been introduced to their new topics and are also 
learning about our core school rules of Ready, Respectful 
and Safe and what these look like when they are playing and 
learning. 
 
 
New Caretaker 
We’d like to welcome Mr Pete Cooper who has joined us as 
our new caretaker. You may well have already seen him busy 
working around the site making repairs and improvements. 
 
 
Covid 19 Precautions  
As you know from my previous letter, we are being cautious about removing all restrictions and 
precautions just yet, whilst we monitor the effect that coming back to school is having on Covid cases 
locally. 
 
Thank you to all of you who have been helping with this by continuing to follow the one-way route 
around the school, wearing masks when speaking to staff or other parents, sticking to the staggered 
drop-off and pick-up times and by keeping children at home if they are unwell in any way. All of the staff 
really do appreciate your support. 
 
I know that, as we move into Autumn, having to walk right around the block will be a lot less pleasant, 
and I also appreciate that some parents, grandparents, carers and children may have health conditions 
that make it extremely challenging to walk this far. My observations at drop-off and pick up time have 
shown that the one-way route, combined with the staggered drop-offs and pick-ups, really helps to keep 
the flow of “traffic” on the site moving and helps stop congestion at the pinch points such as the gate 
near Year R, and the pedestrian gate at the top of the drive and I am still advising that people follow the 
one-way route where they can. However, if you have a reason why walking the whole way around the 
block is a challenge then please do opt to take the shortest route and if that means walking against the 
flow of pedestrian traffic please be respectful to those using the correct route by allowing them to enter 
first and by giving them plenty of space. 
I have also noticed how congested it gets at peak times – especially outside the year 3 and 4 classroom 
doors. Please make sure that the pathway is kept clear. 
 
Please see this link for more information   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-

providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-

and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 

 
And this link for information on asymptomatic testing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-
not-have-symptoms/ 
     
Parking 
Unfortunately, we do not have parking on site for parents or visitors. If you are parking near the school, 
please ensure you park safely and show consideration for our neighbours and other road users. You 
must not park on the yellow zig-zags or across driveways. 
 
Please remind the children to stick to the paths when walking around the kitchen side of the school to 
ensure they stay safe. This applies even when they are with an adult so that they learn safe habits for 
when they are walking independently. No pedestrians should be walking on the road, especially along 
the drive way. 
 
Requests for term time absence 
Unless they are ill, children are expected to attend school every day, and to arrive on time. Our 
registers close at 8.50, so children arriving after this time will be marked as late, and persistent lateness 
or persistent absence may result in a referral to the local authority or a penalty notice (a fine). 
Please inform us via StudyBugs, a phone call or an email to adminoffice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk if 
your child is unwell, as if we do not hear from you the absence will be unauthorised. Please let us know 
each morning, unless you have already informed us that they will be off for a set period (e.g. with 
sickness or diarrhoea).  
 
Under Government legislation, holidays are not to be taken during term time, including long weekends 
and we would appreciate your co-operation with this. Please note that I am unable to authorise 
absences for family holidays /trips etc except in very exceptional circumstances. Please talk to me or 
complete the request form before you book anything as unauthorised absences may result in a penalty 
notice or legal action. 
 
For more information click here 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/behaviour-attendance-parents 
 
If your child needs to be absent during term time for other exceptional circumstances, please complete 
a Term Time Absence form (available from the school office or downloadable from the school website) 
and return this in plenty of time for a decision on whether or not the absence can be authorised. 
 
We would request that all appointments during school time are avoided where possible, unless they are 
emergencies or specialist appointments that cannot be booked for more convenient times. In this case 
please complete a medical appointment form (available from the office or downloadable from the school 
website) and return it to the School Office in person or by email to 
adminoffice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk 
 
 
If your child needs to isolate due to testing positive for Covid19 
If your child is unable to attend school because they have tested positive for Covid 19, the class 
teachers will share activities and learning for them to complete at home. 
Please bear with us if there is no work on the first day, the teachers are likely to be teaching and not 
have time to post work, but there should be some work available from the second day.  
If your child is feeling well enough, please do support them to access and complete the learning so that 
they can feel included in activities and can join in fully when they return to school.  
Please liaise with your child’s teacher via Tapestry or ClassDojo during this time – especially if your child 
is struggling. There may be other ways that the teachers can help them to join in. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
mailto:adminoffice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/behaviour-attendance-parents
mailto:adminoffice@cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk
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Universal Infant Free School Meals vs Free School Meals 
Universal infant free school meals (UIFSM) are available to all pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2. 
Funding is provided to the school directly, and is used by the school to provide free school meals to 
infants at UK schools. 
 
Free School Meals (FSM), on the other hand is financial support provided to children of families who fall 
under certain qualifying criteria.  

• Income Support 

• Income-based Job Seekers' Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, and have an annual 

gross income, of no more than £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 

(Parents who are made redundant or start working less that 16 hours per week, may find their 

children are entitled to free meals for a limited period.) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods) 

More information can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 
 
While parents may not need to apply for FSM for their child if the child is still young enough to receive 
UIFSM, it is still important to tell us if your family falls under any of the qualifying criteria. This is 
because if you don’t do so, you will not be able to receive free school meal vouchers if these are issued 
over the holidays, or in the event of school closures. Additionally, schools only receive pupil premium 
funding for every child registered for FSM. 
 
If you think your child may be eligible for Free School Meals, you can check here: 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants 
 
To apply you will need the following information for yourself or the person you are checking on behalf 
of: 

• your own name, date of birth, and contact details 

• National Insurance number or National Asylum Seekers number 

• child's name and date of birth and the school your child is attending or will attend 

Help is at hand for families struggling with their utility bills 

• If you are having difficulties with the cost of energy bills, you may be eligible for a FREE fuel 
voucher from Citizens Advice to help pay for your utilities. 

• For more details and to find local branch contact details visit the Citizens Advice 
website: https://citahants.org 

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants
https://citahants.org/
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Open Events 
Even though we have barely started this year, we are 
already starting to think about next year and will be 
holding Open Events for prospective parents over the next 
few weeks. 
Please note these events are for prospective parents, not 
existing ones, and that places must be booked via the 
school office so that we can limit numbers. 
Open Evening: Tuesday 28th September 6-7pm 
Open Morning: Wednesday 29th September 9.15-10.15 
Open afternoon: Tuesday 12th October 1.45- 2.45 
 
Please feel free to share this information with friends and 
neighbours who may be looking for a school place. 
 
We also have a few spaces in other classes across the 
school. 
 
 
 
 
Secondary School Open Days 
Please let the office know if your child is going to an open morning so we can record their absence 
appropriately. Please note that children attending 11am time slots at Yateley School should come to 
school for morning registration and be collected in time for the open morning.  
 
Harvest Festival 
We are hoping to be able to hold our harvest Festival again this year and have booked to go to St 
Peter’s Church on Friday 15th October at 2pm. We hope that the whole school will be able to attend and 
that parents will be able to come and join us, BUT this will only be decided nearer the time, based on 
up to date information. 
Please put the date in your diaries in the hope that we will be able to go ahead as planned. 
 
We will be collecting donations of food to support the local food back, so if you can spare anything 
please send it into school any day during the week beginning 11th October, and we will then deliver it to 
the food bank. Please see the link below for items they are currently short of. 
 
https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
 
 
I hope that you all had a lovely weekend. 
 
 

Yours sincerely  

 
Georgina Edwards 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
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Dates for your diary 

Monday 20th September Open morning at Frogmore Community College for parents and 
pupils 

Tuesday 21st September Open morning at Frogmore Community College for parents and 
pupils 

Wednesday 22nd September Open morning at Frogmore Community College for parents and 
pupils 

Tuesday 28th September Open evening for prospective parents 6-7 pm 

Wednesday 29th September Open morning for prospective parents 9.15 – 10.15 am 

Thursday 7th October Year 6 Taster day at Yateley School 

Tuesday 12th October Open afternoon for prospective parents 1.45 – 2.45pm 

Friday 15th October  Harvest Festival at St Peter’s Church 2 pm 

Monday 18th -Weds 20th October Year 6 to Runway’s End 

w/beg 18th October  Year 5 Bikeability 

Friday 22nd October  Last day of half term – Mufti day (non-uniform) £1 voluntary 
donation for school funds. Normal finish time. 

w/beg 25th October  Half term 

Monday 1st November  INSET DAY – school closed to pupils 

  


