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Newsletter 1 – September 2019 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back to the new school year. It was lovely to see all the children last week and to 
hear about the fun they had over the holidays.   
 
Welcome 
I would especially like to welcome the new pupils and their families who have joined us in 
Cook Class (Year R) and throughout the school. The children have all come in very happily 
and are settling in brilliantly.  
 
We have also had a few staff changes and I would like to welcome Mrs Russell who has 
joined us as our new Deputy Head and leader for Key Stage 2, Mrs Fox who is our new Year 4 
teacher, Mrs Gill who is our new Admin Assistant and Mrs Garden who is working as a 
Learning Support Assistant in Year 3. 
 
Safe Journeys to School 
One of our younger pupils very nearly had a very serious accident on the first day back when 
he tripped off of the pavement and fell into Cranford Park Drive on his way to school. 
Fortunately the driver involved was travelling at a sensible speed and reacted quickly and so 
was able to stop in time. Everyone involved was extremely shaken and so thankful that no 
harm came to the little boy. Please can everyone think about the safety of the children when 
driving near the school and ensure that you park considerately so as to allow everyone to 
cross safely. Please also think about the safest places to cross. Some sections can be quite 
hazardous with cars coming from lots of different directions so please do take a few extra 
minutes rather than putting any children at risk. If your child is in year 5 or 6 and walks to or 
from school on their own, please do remind them of how to keep themselves safe on their 
journey.  
 
New Play Equipment 
We are very excited that our new play equipment will be installed in the week beginning 16th 
September. It will then be ready for use once appropriate safety checks have been done and 
we plan to have an official opening on Friday 27th September (further details will be sent out 
soon). I know that it is going to be extremely tempting to the children to play on it before and 
after school but please remember that it should only be used when a member of staff is 
supervising it. I promise that we will give all of the children the opportunity to use it during 
the school day. 
Please can you take special care on the site during the installation period and do not allow 
your child to play in the immediate area or go inside the fenced off area. 
 
Runway’s End Residential  
The majority of the Year 6 pupils have headed off for their action-packed residential today 
along with Mrs Russell, Mrs Humphrey and Mrs Gill. They will take part in lots of adventurous 
activities such as rock climbing, caving, kayaking and archery and I’m sure they will have a 
fantastic time. 
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Uniform 
As always, the children have returned to school looking very smart. The children can still wear 
their summer uniform on warmer days up until October half term. This can be green checked 
summer dresses or grey skirts, tailored shorts or trousers with a polo shirt and no tie along 
with the green sweatshirts or cardigans with the school logo. Ties should be worn with 
button up shirts, but do not need to be worn with blouses. 
 
 
 
After October half term they must start to wear the winter uniform which is: 
For Key Stage 2 Classes (Drake, Carter, Columbus and Earhart) - grey skirt, dress or trousers, 
white shirt with a school tie or blouse with no tie.  
For Early Years (Cook Class) and Key Stage 1 (Earle Class and Armstrong Class) - children can 
wear polo shirts instead, and do not need to wear ties, but may do so if they wish to.  
 
Only small stud earrings should be worn and children must be able to remove these 
themselves for PE. Any bows or hair accessories must not be too large, and should be in 
school or neutral colours. Long hair must be tied back for hygiene and safety reasons – this 
applies to boys or girls once hair is shoulder length or longer. 
Extreme hair styles are not permitted – this includes hair shaved shorter than grade 1.5 
(in line with local secondary schools), patterns shaved into the hair, unnatural colours or 
excessive use of hair gel. 
 
We hope to publish newsletters about every month to help keep you informed about what is 
going on in school.  In addition you will receive a class bulletin detailing what your child will 
be learning this term. These should come home by the end of next week.  Remember that 
further information about our school is located on our school website. 
www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk  
 
 
Allergies 
As mentioned above we do have children with severe nut allergies so all snack and packed 
lunches brought into school must be nut free. Whilst the majority of parents are very aware 
of this and are very careful about providing nut-free food we do sometimes get peanut butter 
sandwiches or a peanut snack bar appearing on occasion so can please can you pass this 
information on to any other family members who may be packing your child’s lunch as a one-
off.  
  
Aldi’s Kit for Schools  
We are taking part in the Aldi promotion which encourages everyone to Get Set to Eat 
Fresh. Aldi will be giving customers a Team GB athlete sticker each time they spend £30 or 
more. The stickers should then be brought into school; there will be a collection box in the 
office where they can be posted. The children will then help to add the stickers to a giant 
poster in the hall and if we can complete the poster (with 300 stickers) we will win a sports 
kit for our school and be entered into a draw to win £20,000. There are also challenges on 

http://www.cranfordpark.hants.sch.uk/
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the poster that we will be encouraging the children to do such as trying a new food today, 
drinking 5 cups of water or doing a wake-up/shake-up activity. Please bring in stickers if you 
shop in Aldi and encourage friends and family to help too. 
 
Contact Details 
A Data Collection Sheet print out of the most recent contact details we have on file for you 
will be coming home soon. This will be sent out in a named envelope, which, to protect your 
privacy, we would like it to be returned in. It is essential that we have up to date contacts for 
you in case of an emergency so please check this sheet, make any changes if needed and 
return it to the school office as soon as possible –it must be returned even if there are 
no changes. 
 
Local trips permission and health questionnaire  
For all classes, except the new Year R, we are also sending home a local trips and 
photographs permission form and a health questionnaire. We are required to re-send these 
each year and it is important that you complete them and return them to school please. (The 
new reception parents will have already completed these).  
 
Home School Agreement 
Attached for your information is a copy of the home-school-pupil agreement as a reminder of 
the way we can all work in partnership to ensure the best possible outcomes for pupils. You 
and your child will already have signed this so you don’t need to re-sign it, but I’m sending it 
again as a reminder of the expectations regarding attendance, punctuality, uniform, 
homework etc. and the commitment that we have all made. Please take particular note about 
the homework/reading section of the home-school agreement as, last year, we had quite a 
number of children opting out of doing their homework, including reading regularly. I cannot 
stress enough the difference it makes to children’s progress if they practise their reading 
regularly at home and if parents take an interest in their learning.  Reading doesn’t have to 
be a school reading book or Bug Club; it can be absolutely any reading matter – magazines, 
comics, e-readers, newspapers – anything - as long as they are practising their skills and 
talking about what they have read!  
 
On the subject of Bug Club, our analysis shows that, in some classes, usage is low and 
inconsistent. Bug Club is such a valuable resource and enables children to read lots of 
different styles of texts, as well as supporting them with comprehension activities and fun 
games, however it does cost the school a significant amount of money so we need to ensure 
that this a worthwhile expenditure. We will be re-sending out the information on how to log 
in, and setting up all new pupils with a log-in and I would urge you to really try to utilize this 
resource over the coming weeks as we will be deciding whether or not to renew the 
subscription. If you have problems using it or any questions or comments about it, please 
speak to your child’s class teacher.  
 
 Staffing 
The organisation of staffing in the different classes is as follows: 
 

 Teacher  Learning Support Assistant (LSA) 

Cook Class (YR) Miss Hutchinson Mrs Wheeler,  Mrs Holes  
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Earle Class (Y1) Miss Portch Mrs Levitt 
Mrs Hickey 

Armstrong Class (Y2)  Mrs Lees 
(Key Stage 1 
phase leader) 

Mrs Buck 
Mrs Taylor 

Drake Class (Y3)  Mrs Maddock 
Mrs Saunders 

Mrs Clancy 
Mrs Garden 

Carter Class (Y4) Mrs Fox Mrs Ledlie 

Columbus Class (Y5) Mrs O’Connor 
Mrs Rees 

Mrs Martin 

Earhart Class (Y6) Mrs Russell 
(Deputy 
Headteacher 
and Key Stage 2 
Phase leader) 

Mrs Humphrey 

 
Most of our Learning Support Assistants work in the classrooms in the mornings and those 
that work full time are then timetabled by Mrs Pierce to deliver interventions and catch-up 
programmes across the school in the afternoons. 
 
Our inclusion assistant, Mrs Hughes, works across the school providing additional support for 
individuals and groups, as well as monitoring attendance and punctuality. 
 
If you have any concerns or queries, your first contact should always be your child’s class 
teacher. They are usually available for a quick chat when they first open the doors at 8.30 am 
or after school at 3.05 pm, but if you need a longer meeting or some privacy, please call the 
school office to make an appointment with them. 
If you need further support, then you should make an appointment with Mrs Lees regarding 
any concerns within Early Years and Key Stage 1 or Mrs Russell regarding Key Stage 2.  
I am often outside first thing in the morning or at the end of the day for a quick chat too, but 
you can also make an appointment to see me if you still have concerns after following the 
above procedure or have a serious matter that you’d like to discuss. 
Mrs Pierce is our SENCO, so if you have any concerns regarding special needs, please contact 
the school office to make an appointment with her. Please note that she is only in school on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Head-bump Procedure 
To be on the safe side, we will always inform you if your child has a bump to the head whilst 
at school, so that you can keep an extra careful eye on them. We do this by: putting a sticker 
on the child saying “I’ve bumped my head”, sending home a letter to inform you and by 
sending a text message at the end of the day to the main contact that we have for your child. 
With any serious injuries we will, of course, always phone you immediately. This bumped 
head form is currently being updated so you will be seeing a brand new version of this soon. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
We will be holding Parents’ Evenings before half term.  This is your opportunity to meet with 
your child’s class teacher and discuss how your child has settled in their new class and any 
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initial targets. We will send out a letter nearer the time asking you to indicate your preferred 
evening and approximate time. Where possible we try to accommodate requests from all 
parents. 
This term the evenings will be on the following dates: 

 Tuesday 15th October 4.30pm-7.00pm 
 Thursday 17th October 3.15pm-5.30pm 

 
Please don’t wait until the parents evening if you have any questions or queries that need 
addressing urgently. 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities 
You will soon be receiving a list of the extra-curricular clubs that are on offer at school this 
term.  We do not offer clubs to the new reception children this term, as we find that they are 
usually very tired at the end of the day. 
 
I’d like to thank the teachers, staff and some parents, for giving up their own time to run 
these clubs for the children.  We have supplemented the clubs with those run by outside 
agencies, for which a charge applies, to ensure a broad offering of activities for the children.  
 
School Dinners 
All Key Stage 1 children (Years R, 1 and 2) are entitled to a free school meal as part of the 
government’s Universal Free School Meals scheme.  These hot school dinners are cooked on 
site in our kitchen and the kitchen has recently been awarded the highest hygiene rating of 5. 
 
For Key Stage 2 children (Years 3,4,5,6) the cost is £2.40 per meal. All dinners must be paid 
for in advance (either daily, weekly, monthly or termly). Our preferred method is online 
payment via the school website, please speak to the office staff if you have not yet registered 
for this. Alternatively payment can be made by cash or cheque (payable to Hampshire County 
Council) and sent into school in a named envelope.  
 
Our computer dinner and accounting system allows the children to choose what they’d like to 
eat in the classroom at registration.  The office then has the running totals for each child’s 
account.  Please note that we cannot allow debts to be created on account. 
 
Free School Meals (ALL YEAR GROUPS) 
Even if your child is in Reception or Key Stage 1, it is important that you register for Free 
School Meals if you are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits: 

 Income Support  

 Income-based Job Seekers' Allowance  

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

 the Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working 
Tax Credit, and have an annual gross income, of no more than 
£16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 
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 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

If you are eligible, you can apply online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants or 
come into the office and we can check and apply for you.   
The school receives Pupil Premium funding for children on Free School Meals which we use to 
fund additional teachers and support for pupils so please apply if you are entitled even if 
you don’t want to have free school meals as this will help give the school extra 
funds. 
 
Class Assemblies 
Class assemblies will take place on Wednesday this year, 
starting at 9.00am. Parents and Grandparents are 
invited to come and see their children. Please come to 
the main entrance and at 8.50am on the day of your 
child’s assembly.  The dates are as follows: 
 
We do hope that you are able to join us so please put 
the date in your diary.  
 
Starting school in September 2020? 
A reminder for parents, if you have a child aged 4 between 1st September 2019 and 31st 
August 2020, please pick up an application form to start Cranford Park from the school office 
(after 1st November) or apply online using the Hampshire Website.  
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/admissions.htm Applications open on 1st November 
2019.  Our school is always popular, so it is important to apply on time. The closing date is 
midnight on 15th January 2020. 
 
If you have some new neighbours or friends moving into the area and they are looking for a 
Primary school please point them in our direction.  We have some spaces available for 
immediate start in some year groups. 
 
Open Morning for new YR 2020 parents 
Parents of children starting in YR in September 2020 are invited to an Open morning on 
Wednesday 6th November from 9.00 to 10.30am. The morning will start with a short 
presentation in the hall, followed by tours of the school led by the year 6 pupils.  There will 
also be an opportunity to pick up a prospectus and ask any questions.  Please tell your friends 
and neighbours if you feel this may be of interest to them. 
 
Application for places at Secondary School in September 2020 
Applications from parents of children in Y6 for Secondary school opened on 9th September 
2019 and need to be completed online. Please make sure you apply on time to secure your 
preferred Secondary School. Closing date is midnight on 31st October. 
 
If you are not yet sure which school you are going to apply to there will be taster days and 
open evenings to help you decide.  
 
 

Date Class 

9th October Armstrong (Y2) 

23rd October Carter (Y4) 

20th November Earhart (Y6) 

5th February Drake (Y3) 

25th March Columbus (Y5) 

20th May Earle (Y1) 

1st July Cook (YR) 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/education/admissions.htm
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May bank holiday 2020  
Please make a note on your calendars that next year's early May bank holiday will be moved 
back by four days for the whole of the UK to coincide with the 75th anniversary of VE Day. May 
Day is traditionally held on a Monday but will be put back to Friday 8th May 2020. 
 
School nurse website  
Please have a look at the website below for advice and 
guidance on whether your child is well enough to be in 
school.  
www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing   linked from our school website links page! 

 
Yours sincerely  

  
Georgina Edwards 
Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 

Weds 11th to Friday 13th 
September 

Year 6 Residential to Runway’s End 

Thursday 12th September Swimming starts for Year 5 pupils 

Week beginning 16th 
September 

New play equipment being installed 

Tuesday 17th September Year 6 Taster Day at Frogmore College – for all pupils 

Tuesday 17th September  Judo Club starts (other club info. to follow) 

Wednesday 18th September PTA AGM – 3.15 pm in Year 6 classroom – all parents welcome 

Friday 20th September Frogmore College Open morning for Year 6 parents – booking 
essential 

Friday 27th September  Official opening of the Play Equipment 

Friday 4th October Harvest Service at St Peter’s Church 2pm – all welcome 

Wednesday 9th October  Armstrong Class assembly 9 am 

Friday 11th October Flu immunisations for all pupils 

Tuesday 15th October  Parents’ evening – 4.30 pm to 7 pm 

Thursday 17th October Parents’ evening – 3.15 pm to 5.30 pm 

Week commencing 21st 
October  

Bikeability training for Year 5 

Monday 7th October Photographer in school for individual and sibling photos  

Wednesday 23rd October Carter Class assembly 9 am 

Friday 25th October School finishes for half term – 3.05 pm 
PTA Mufti day - £1 

Week beginning 28th October  Half term break 

Thursday 31st October Closing date for applications for secondary school places 

Monday 4th November INSET DAY – school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 5th November Pupils back after half term 

Wednesday 6th November  Open Morning for new reception 2020 (9 am to 10.30 am) 
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http://www.southernhealth.nhs.uk/schoolnursing

