
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Newsletter 2 - September 2020  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has been lovely to have the children back for the last two weeks (is it really only two weeks?) and 
they have been amazing at settling into their routines. 
Thank you so much for following our new procedures and adapting to the changes that we have needed 
to put in place. I know that they have meant adjustments to work patterns, walking the long way 
around to get home or to your cars, and having to leave older siblings in the car or at home when you 
collect but, hopefully, you agree that these are small prices to pay in order to help keep everyone safe. 
 
The staggered drop offs and pick-ups are working really well – thank you again for sticking to your 
allotted times. The site has felt very calm, with a steady flow of people moving around it without it ever 
feeling too busy. It actually feels very quiet by the time we get to the last drop off and pick up, so we 
feel that we can move these slightly closer to the second one in order for staff to be able to start 
cleaning equipment etc earlier each day.  
 
The new times will therefore be: 
 
 

Surname begins with Drop off at  Pick up at  

A, B, C, D, E, F 8.30 am 3.00 pm 
 

G, H, I, J, K, L, M, N 8.40 am 3.10 pm 
 

O, P, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z 8.45 am 3.15 pm 
 

 
It is essential that you continue to stick to the correct times so that we are able to distance people 
arriving and leaving. It is particularly important that the first group does not arrive too early to drop off 
and pick-up as this will result in groups congregating outside. 
Also, please remember that only one parent, relative or carer should come onto the site with their child.  
 
We would like to start these adjusted times from tomorrow, but if you are unable to change 
arrangements straight away, please do let us know. 
 
Isolating 
The advice continues to remain that children should not come to school if they have any of the following 
symptoms: 

 A high temperature (above 37.8 °C)  
 A new, persistent cough (coughing a lot for more than an hour or 3 bouts of coughing in a 24 

hour period) 
 A loss of smell or taste 

 
We are definitely entering cold and flu season, so inevitably children will develop colds and I appreciate 
it is extremely hard to know when to isolate, so please speak to us if you are unsure and if in doubt it is 
better to keep your child at home in the first instance and then talk to us. 



2 
 

A test should be obtained if your child has any of the above symptoms. I appreciate these are very hard 
to arrange at present, but your GP may be able to help you determine if it is safe for your child to be at 
school. 
If you child does need to isolate then the class teachers will be posting work on Tapestry or ClassDojo 
for them to complete if they are well enough to do so. Please don’t ask them to complete work if 
they are poorly. 
 
Homework is also going to be sent out via Tapestry and Classdojo this term so that books do not 
need to go back and forth, so it is absolutely essential that you are connected with these platforms and 
that you pick up the notifications. If you are experiencing problems with this, please contact your child’s 
class teacher in the first instance or the school office. 
 
Relax Kids 
We are looking forward to starting a 5 week Relax Kids course in school over Zoom for children in Years 
1-6.  Year R won't be included at this point as they are still settling in and they currently do a yoga 
relaxation session with Miss Hutchinson in school. 
 
Relax Kids Coach Kath Routledge will be taking children through the Relax Kids 7 steps of relaxation 
which incorporates mindful movement, mindful exercises, gentle stretching, self massage, breathing, 
positive affirmations and relaxation.  Relax Kids has a positive impact on children's mental health and 
wellbeing and we are looking forward to having children learn tools and techniques to support 
themselves in times that they might find tricky." 
 
If you’d like to find out a bit more, check out the website: http://www.relaxwithkath.com  
 
Contact Details 
A Data Collection Sheet print out of the most recent contact details we have on file for you will be 
coming home soon. This will be sent out in a named envelope, which, to protect your privacy, we would 
like it to be returned in. It is essential that we have up to date contacts for you in case of an emergency 
so please check this sheet, make any changes if needed and return it to the school office as soon as 
possible –it must be returned even if there are no changes. 
 
Local trips permission and health questionnaire  
For all classes, except the new Year R, we are also sending home a local trips and photographs 
permission form and a health questionnaire. We are required to re-send these each year and it is 
important that you complete them and return them to school please. (The new reception parents will 
have already completed these).  
 
Home School Agreement 
We will also be sending home a copy of the home-school-pupil agreement as a reminder of the way we 
can all work in partnership to ensure the best possible outcomes for pupils. You and your child will 
already have signed this so you don’t need to re-sign it, but I’m sending it again as a reminder of the 
expectations regarding attendance, punctuality, uniform, homework etc. and the commitment that we 
have all made. Please take particular note about the homework/reading section of the home-school 
agreement as, last year, we had quite a number of children opting out of doing their homework, 
including reading regularly. I cannot stress enough the difference it makes to children’s progress if they 
practise their reading regularly at home and if parents take an interest in their learning.  Reading 
doesn’t have to be a school reading book or Bug Club; it can be absolutely any reading matter – 
magazines, comics, e-readers, newspapers – anything - as long as they are practising their skills and 
talking about what they have read!  
 
ScoPay 
For those of you who have not registered for ScoPay, Mrs Gill will be sending out letters with details of 
how to register. We aim to be completely cash free by the end of this term, so you will need to sign up 

http://www.relaxwithkath.com/
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to this system to pay from any trips, extra-curricular activities and school lunches. Please call the office if 
you have any problems accessing this. 
 
Free School Meals – Al Year Groups  
Even if your child is in Reception or Key Stage 1, it is important that you register for Free School Meals if 
you are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits: 

 Income Support  

 Income-based Job Seekers' Allowance  

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

 the Guaranteed element of State Pension Credit  

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, 
and have an annual gross income, of no more than £16,190 as assessed 
by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs 

 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit  

If you are eligible, you can apply online at https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants or come into the 
office and we can check and apply for you.   
The school receives Pupil Premium funding for children on Free School Meals which we use to fund 
additional teachers and support for pupils so please apply if you are entitled even if you don’t 
want to have free school meals as this will help give the school extra funds. 
 
Walk to School Week  
This will be the week beginning 5th October. 
Children are encouraged to walk, cycle or scooter to school in order to help the 
environment and for their health. They will collect stickers and a certificate for walking 
at least some of the days. If you cannot walk the whole way, then try to park a bit 
further from school and walk at least some of the way.  
On the subject of walking /parking, one child had a very near miss on Manor Park Road 
this week when trying to cross the road between parked cars. Please do think about 
the safety of the children when parking, and if your children are 
walking/cycling/scooting to school, please keep them close to you and teach them safe 
places to cross. 
 
Reminder 
For the safety of all, scooters and bikes should not be ridden on the school site. Children (including 
pre-school brothers and sisters) must get off and walk when they are on the site. 
 
Contacting the school 
If you have a query or concern, your first point of contact should be your child’s class teacher. The 
safest way to do this, at the moment, is via Tapestry or Class Dojo or on the phone rather than face-to 
face contact, although you may be able to have a quick chat outside as long as you can keep a safe 
distance. 
If your query or concern cannot be resolved with the class teacher, then the next stage would be to talk 
to the Key Stage leader, which for Years R, 1 and 2 is Mrs Lees, and for years 3, 4, 5 and 6 is Mrs 
Russell.  
If your query or concern is related to Special Educational Needs, then Mrs Pierce (our SENCO) would be 
the person to talk to after you have spoken to the class teacher. 
If you still feel that you need further help to resolve something, then myself or our Deputy Headteacher 
Mrs Russell would be the next step.  
 
 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/hants
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fboy-playing-scooter-white_6912606.htm&psig=AOvVaw0HaYoSx657dmkZCBotmEG8&ust=1600791251311000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCf8qLS-usCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Bikeability 
We are pleased to say that we are able to again offer “PedalPower” to all of our Year 5 pupils. This is a 
course that teaches the children about safe cycling, road awareness and gives them a chance to practise 
their cycling skills in order to be able to safely ride to and from school. This year the school will be 
funding this training as we feel it is a very valuable like skill, which could help to keep the children safe. 
This will run every day in the week beginning 19th October. Further information will follow but please 
note that children need to be competent riders before they can complete the course, so if they are a 
little nervous, it’s worth getting them out to practise before the course starts. 
 
Open Days /evenings  
It is now the time for parents of year 6 pupils t be thinking about which secondary school their child will 
move onto next September. We have been informed that Yateley School will be having a virtual Open 
evening on Thursday 1st October (no more details have been shred with us yet) and Frogmore College 
are holding mornings for pupils on 21st – 25th September and 28th September – 2nd October. These 
must be booked. 
 
Flu immunisations 
On Monday 19th October, all pupils will be given their nasal flu immunisation. The nursing team will 
come into school to administer the vaccine (as a nasal spray) to each child, as long as we have your 
consent for them to do so. Forms will be sent home soon, which you must then return to us stating 
whether you would like your child to receive the vaccine or not. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Georgina Edwards 
Headteacher 
 

Dates for your diary 

Monday 21st, Tues 22nd, weds 
23rd, Thurs 24th, Fri 25th, Mon 
28th, Tues 29th. Weds 30th, 
Thurs 1st Oct, Fri 2nd  

Year 6 Taster Days at Frogmore College – for all pupils – 
bookable with Frogmore College 

Thurs 1st October  Yateley School Virtual Open evening for Year 6 parents  

Week beg 5th October Walk to School Week 

Week beg 19th October  Bikeability training for Year 5 

Monday 19th October  Flu immunisations for all pupils 

Friday 23rd October  School finishes for half term – normal times 
Mufti day - £1 

26th – 30th October  Half term break 

31st October  Closing date for applications for secondary school places 

Monday 2nd November  INSET DAY – school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 3rd November Pupils back after half term 

Tuesday 3rd November  Parent’s Evening (these may be by telephone or zoom) 

Thursday 5th November Parent’s Evening (these may be by telephone or zoom) 

 


