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Welcome back to the start of 
your child’s second term at 

school.   
 

Where did that first term go? The 

children really settled in well to 
school life and became a class 

very quickly. They enjoy being 
with each other and have made 

good friendships. We were very 
proud of them all and thought 

that they were fantastic in the 

school Christmas production.   
 

This Half-Term’s Topics… 
 

This half 

term we are 
finding out 

about 
Castles! The 

children will 
be exploring who lived/lives in 

Castles, what makes up a Castle 

and all about Knights. We will be 
exploring different materials – 

glass, plastic, metal and wood and 
having a walk around the school to 

find these materials. The children 

will be designing and making their 
own castles and other things such 

as shields. As you can see, the 
children have given their ideas and 

helped to create their role play 

area.  
 

Next half term we will be finding 
out about Celebrations and 

Traditions. As we move towards 
Easter we will explore New Life and 

Growing. 

 

RE for this half term is about  
Jesus the Storyteller. Children 

will share their own ideas and 

responses about what people have 

learnt from Jesus’ stories and share 

their ideas about the importance to 

Christians today of the stories Jesus 

told. 

What equipment will my child 

need? 
Please ensure that your child has 

their school bag for their reading 

books, letter sounds and letters to 
and from school with them every 

day. Could we ask that the children 
only have a maximum of two small 

items / key-rings on their bag so 
that it will fit inside their drawer 

properly- Thank you.   

 
P.E. kit - This consists of: 

A plain, white T-shirt 
Plain, bottle green shorts 

Trainers or plimsolls. Also 

green/black jogging bottoms 
as this term can be particularly 

cold! This stays at school for the 
half term. 

 

Please ensure that everything is 
clearly labelled with your child’s 

name and class. Could I ask that 
you continue to help your child to 

practice taking off their uniform, 
and turning it the correct way 

round and getting dressed again 

and helping them to undo and do 
up buttons? We still have a few 

children that find this task a bit 

tricky. This will be a big help for us in 
the classroom – Thank you.  

 
Uniform 

Please ensure that your child’s name 

is written clearly inside everything 
they own – it is quite difficult to 

reunite children with jumpers or 
cardigans, in particular, if they are 

unnamed.  
 

Water Bottles – These come in on a 

Monday and stay at school all week. 
We empty them every night and refill 

the next morning. They get sent 
home on a Friday. Please ensure that 

they are named and returned every 

Monday so that each child has a 
bottle at school.  

 
Library Books  

Each child will have their own library 
book from the School Library. Our day 

for changing our library books will be 

Monday/Wednesday. When your child 
brings their book home please 

encourage them to talk about the 
pictures and why they liked the story.  

 

Phonics and Number  
The children have sessions for our 

‘Letters and Sounds’. They are 
learning to blend sounds together to 

read words. We are also learning 

‘tricky words’ that you cannot sound 
out. Thank you for your support in 

helping your child to learn these.  
 

In number it is important to be able 
to recognise and say a numeral and 

count out using 1-1 correspondence 

and to be aware of the value of a 



 

number. We would like all children 
to be confident when using 

numbers 0 – 20 in our activities. We 
will be introducing addition and 

subtraction this term. Could you 

please support your child in learning 
and applying numbers to 10 and 

after that the teen numbers to 20? 
 

 
Writing 

All the children can write their name 

and are starting to write familiar 
words. We will be concentrating on 

writing words to form a sentence in 
our Literacy activities. Please can 

you use the word cards to practice 

writing familiar words at home? The 
children will also be writing 

numerals in their Maths activities.  
 

 
Reading 

The children all have a Reading 

Record Book in their bag. This is for 
you to write in when you 

read/practise sounds with your child 
at home and for us to write in when 

we listen to them at school.  It 

would be lovely if you could stay 
and help in the morning reading 

sessions.  
 

 

Homework  
In Reception the most important 

homework is practising our sounds 
and reading book, recognising and 

counting numbers, as well as 
writing our name and writing 

numbers. All the children now have 

their own log in for the Education 
City activities and Bug Club for 

books. These are to support your 
child’s learning, especially with the 

Letters and Sounds. Your child’s 

login details have been stuck into 
the front of their reading record 

book. If you cannot find your child’s 
log in card please pop in and I can 

give you the details again. You can 
access all the activities available to 

the children.  

 
 

Tuck Money – Every day the 
children have the opportunity to 

have a drink and fresh bread or 

raisins. If you would like your child 
to have tuck, the money should be 

sent in a named purse as loose 
money could get lost or muddled 

up in the tray.  

 
 

Fine Motor Skills – hopefully you 
all received the letter about the 

importance of fine motor activities 
for children to help their early 

writing. This week your first 

activity/game will be sent home for 
your child to play! Please add 

photos/videos on Tapestry for your 
child to share with the rest of the 

class in school. Any questions 

please come and see us.  
 

 
Can you help 

us? 
We are very 

keen to exploit 

all of your 
expertise!  

Whatever your skills, Cranford Park 
needs YOU!  Please contact the 

school office if you would like to 

volunteer.  Please note, all adults 
working in our school must be DBS 

checked.  The School Office can 
provide you with the necessary 

forms.   

 
 

Class 
Assemblies 

These will take 
place on 

Wednesdays at 

9:00am and we 
warmly welcome you to come and 

see your child performing.  Our 
class assembly is on 3rd July 2019. 

 

 
Tapestry and Wow Moments 

Most Tapestry accounts have now 
been activated, if you are 

struggling to do this please do 
come and see me, as it enables 

you to see what your child has 

been learning in school. Thank you 
to those that have activated 

already and responded to the 
observations our team has added.  

 

Please do add your own observations 
from home of any WOW moments or 

things that your child/you are 
particularly proud of. It is lovely to 

see what they have been up to out of 

school.  
 

And Finally  
If your child is upset or worried about 

something please come in and talk to 
one of the adults within the class. It 

may seem small to you but if it is a 

worry to your child then it is a big 
thing to them and we can work 

together to sort it out.  
  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Miss Hutchinson 
Class teacher 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  


